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Principal

From
the
Study

Welcome to this festive edition of the
‘Parkgate Update’. 

As we come to the end of the Autumn
Term, it is lovely to look back on the
many events and successes of the past
few weeks and months. We are very
honoured to have received a
Euroknowledge Leadership and
Philanthropy Award for Excellence in
Primary Education and Social
Responsibility. Community and
fundraising are central to our ethos, and
we are delighted that our pupils and
families have, as always, supported a
range of fantastic causes, from the
Royal Trinity Hospice to Children in
Need to the Letter to Mandela
Competition. We are so grateful for the
support of our Parkgate community and
it has been wonderful to see so many of
you at our recent events, particularly our
magical Christmas Concerts. We have
very much enjoyed celebrating the
festive season, enhanced by the
children’s beautiful decorations to
create our special Parkgate Gingerbread
Christmas!

I hope you enjoy reading about the highlights
of the past few weeks, and I wish you all a
lovely Christmas break. I look forward to
welcoming you back to school on Tuesday 6th
January.
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EUROKNOWLEDGE
AWARD
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We are very honoured to have received a Euroknowledge Leadership and Philanthropy Award for
Excellence in Primary Education and Social Responsibility, for nurturing academic excellence,
creativity, and compassion, and empowering children to become leaders of positive change. The
award was presented to us at the House of Lords on 25  October. H.E. Dr. (Mrs.) Olayinka Fayomi,
Chair of Euroknowledge, said: “It gives me immense pleasure to inform you that Parkgate House
School has been selected to receive a Euroknowledge Leadership and Philanthropy Award in
recognition of its exceptional achievements and invaluable contribution as a founding partner of
the ‘Letters to Nelson Mandela’ Competition. Your school’s commitment to fostering leadership,
critical thinking, and social responsibility among young people has been truly inspiring. Through
your dedication to this important initiative, you have encouraged thousands of students to reflect
on the values of justice, equality, and compassion that Nelson Mandela stood for, leaving a lasting
impact on the next generation of global citizens.”

th

The ‘Letters to Nelson Mandela’ Competition invites children to write to Nelson Mandela, sharing
their vision for a better future. The competition is organised by Nic Careem – an award-winning
activist, cultural ambassador and entrepreneur, committed to promoting human rights, equality
and social justice. We are delighted to be working with Nic as a founding partner of the
competition.

The Euroknowledge awards ceremony was so inspiring, with an incredible range of award
winners, speakers and performers representing a wide variety of organisations and industries from
around the world. We were delighted that H.E. Dr. Olayinka Fayomi visited Parkgate on 4
November and she very much enjoyed meeting the children and seeing the school in action! We
are so proud of this recognition for the philanthropic efforts of our whole school community.

th
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We were delighted to watch two wonderful Christmas Concerts
performed by our Ducklings and Cygnets classes. The children
brought our ‘Gingerbread Christmas’ theme to life with joyful energy,
enthusiasm and confidence. They sang a selection of festive songs
accompanied by bells and actions, and performed a charming
Gingerbread Ballet. The Cygnets also impressed everyone with their
beautiful rendition of ‘Jingle Bells’ in French! Ethan and Lavanya in
Prep 5 provided eloquent narration, and they enjoyed reminiscing
about their own experiences of Parkgate Nursery Concerts!

The Ducklings and Cygnets also created beautiful gingerbread-
themed artwork, which was proudly displayed in our Nursery art
gallery for parents to enjoy before the concerts. The Cygnets had the
opportunity to take part in a special Art Workshop to develop
imaginative and detailed pieces that will provide a lovely memento of
their gingerbread Christmas experience.

The concerts were a joyful celebration of the children’s learning in
Music, Drama, Ballet, French and Art, and they provided a lovely way
to welcome the festive season at Parkgate House.

CHRISTMAS
IN THE

NURSERY

NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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This year’s Christmas Concert, held in the beautiful

surroundings of The Church of the Ascension,

Lavender Hill, was an occasion filled with musical

richness and festive spirit. Pupils from Reception -

Prep 6 presented a series of choral works that

showcased both their developing musicianship and

their joy of singing together. Our Choir, Chamber

Choir, and Pre-Prep Choirs each delivered stunning

and deeply moving renditions of beloved Christmas

repertoire, captivating the audience with their poise,

expression and blended sound. Our Reception

classes gave their debut performance with

confidence, delighting the audience with their

enthusiasm and bright, joyful singing. 

The congregational carols were sung with heartfelt

warmth, filling the church with a shared sense of

celebration. We were also treated to a wonderfully

eclectic selection of readings, eloquently and

confidently delivered by pupils from Prep 3 to 6,

adding layers of reflection and storytelling to the

event. Our organist, Dr. Brian Parsons – a valued

member of our parent community – provided

magnificent accompaniment throughout, enriching

the programme with both skill and sensitivity.

The dedication and enthusiasm of all the children

shone brightly from start to finish, culminating in a

truly memorable Christmas Carol Concert that

resonated with joy, talent, and a profound sense of

togetherness. Thank you to all who were able to join

us.

C H R I S T M A S

C A R O L

C O N C E R T
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Our Prep 5 and 6 Choir brought plenty of festive spirit to Peter Jones
as they performed for Christmas shoppers on 25th November.
Excellent singing and festive favourites drew a wonderful crowd!
Thank you to all who were able to join us – it was great to see so many
Parkgate families supporting the event.

Carol Singing at
Peter Jones,
Sloane Square
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Our Parkgate Chamber Choir joined other local schools to sing carols
at the Northcote Road Christmas lights switch on event on 21
November, opened by the Mayor. There was a wonderfully festive
atmosphere and fantastic singing! Thank you to all who were able to
join us.

st

Carols at
Northcote Road
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Art for the Festive Season

Our Gingerbread Christmas theme brought plenty of festive cheer to Parkgate this year. The

children’s artwork came together to form a delightful gingerbread scene, with every year

group contributing their own creative touch to bring the theme to life. Craft played a starring

role once again, with Reception pupils creating sparkling stars to brighten our display. Pre-

Prep pupils added charm with their cheerful gingerbread snowmen and snowwomen, along

with Santa’s reindeer and sleigh. Prep 3 continued the theme with colourful candy canes, and

Prep 4 added depth and colour by creating beautifully decorated 3D Christmas trees. Prep 5

pupils showcased fantastic sewing skills by stitching their very own gingerbread people, each

one wonderfully unique. Meanwhile, Prep 6 completed the magical landscape by constructing

our gingerbread village; a cosy, creative centrepiece that tied the whole display together.

It was also wonderful to admire the beautifully decorated House Christmas trees. This year, the

theme was ‘Joy’, and every tree reflected that spirit with vibrant decorations created by pupils.

Congratulations to the Aztecs, whose joyful tree earned the top spot! The decision was

incredibly difficult, as the creativity, care and joyfulness shown through all the decorations

captured the essence of our Parkgate community beautifully.

OUR GINGERBREAD
CHRISTMAS

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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PP2 Trip to the Natural
History Museum

Pre-Prep 2 pupils had an incredible day exploring
the Natural History Museum on 4  November. The
children were fully immersed in the fascinating
prehistoric world of dinosaurs. They deepened
their understanding of fossils, discovering how
palaeontologists carefully uncover and study
fossilised remains - work that continues to this day.
Pupils were captivated as they walked through the
dinosaur galleries, seeing the impressive range of
ancient bones and skeletons that brought millions
of years of history to life. They also enjoyed visiting
the Gem Room and admiring the dazzling
collection of precious stones and crystals from
around the world. The children enjoyed taking part
in an engaging workshop, where they worked
together to complete a giant jigsaw of a
Stegosaurus. The most unforgettable moment of
the trip was seeing ‘Sophie the Stegosaurus’ - the
oldest and most complete Stegosaurus skeleton
ever discovered!

th
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Prep 3 Trip to ‘Elf the
Musical’

On 20  November, Prep 3 had a magical
afternoon at the Aldwych Theatre watching
‘Elf the Musical’. Following their Drama work
on storytelling, communication and
collaboration, the children loved seeing how
professional actors use voice, movement and
expressive character work on stage.

th

A real highlight was a special backstage ‘Q&A’
session with the cast, where Prep 3 pupils
asked brilliant questions about performing,
rehearsing and working as an ensemble. It
was inspiring to see them connecting what
they had learned in Drama lessons to real life
theatre.

A big thank you to one of our Parkgate
parents for arranging such a wonderful
experience for the children – it was a festive
trip they won’t forget!
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Anti-Bullying
Week

As part of our continued commitment to developing our
pupils’ understanding and awareness of the issues
surrounding bullying, pupils took part in a range of
activities to mark national Anti-Bullying Week from 10 -
14  November. The theme this year was 'Power for Good’.
During the week our pupils discussed different forms of
bullying, how banter can turn into something more
hurtful, and the ways in which bullying can be stopped.
The children were reminded of the different ways they
can ask for help if they have a worry related to bullying,
and the week provided an opportunity to reinforce the
message that bullying behaviour can be harmful to all
involved and is not tolerated in our school community.  
This message is further supported by our Jigsaw PSHE
curriculum and ensures that we continue to discuss the
topic and our anti-bullying approaches throughout the
academic year, and not just during this one week. During
Anti-Bullying Week, pupils also took part in a whole school
‘acts of kindness’ competition to celebrate the many ways
in which ‘Power for Good’ can be demonstrated.

th

th
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PREP MUSIC RECITAL

It was fantastic to hear such a range of
performances at our Prep music recital
on 3  November, from guitar to rap to
classical piano! Very well done to all
pupils who took part - we were so
impressed with all the musical talent on
display.

rd
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Prep 6 pupils have enjoyed developing their
linguistic skills by writing to their French penpals at
our partner school in Paris. We exchange
handwritten letters with a class of CM1/CM2, which is
the French equivalent of Prep 5 and 6. Parkgate
pupils write in French and the French pupils write in
English. In the first letter, pupils were tasked with
introducing themselves and asking basic questions
to each other. Our Prep 6 pupils were very excited to
receive their replies! Pupils are now looking forward
to writing their next letter, on the topic of Christmas
and festive celebrations, asking questions about
family traditions to learn more about French culture.

French
Penpal
Letters
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Pupils celebrated Geography Awareness Week from 17th-21st November. We were
delighted that Rohan in Prep 4 created quizzes for each class to complete. Rohan
announced the activities in assembly and he ran the quiz sessions for Pre-Prep, Prep 3
and Prep 4 – very well done, Rohan! 

Geography Awareness Week provided a great opportunity for pupils to develop their
knowledge and understanding of the world around them and it was very much
enjoyed by all.

Geography
Awareness
Week
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
2025

21

Our pupils marked Remembrance Day with a poignant 2 minute silence. We are very
grateful to one of our Parkgate parents for teaching our Reception and Pre-Prep 1
children about the importance of Remembrance Day, and for showing the children his
medals. 
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On Friday 14  November, pupils from the Nursery to Prep 6 took part in a range of
activities to participate in the BBC Children in Need charity event. Pupils came to
school wearing fancy dress with the theme of ‘spots’, challenging themselves to
be ‘spotacular’! We enjoyed seeing all the creative costumes and spotty
accessories! A big thank you to all who donated to help change children’s lives.

th

CHILDREN IN NEED
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Royal Trinity
Hospice Stock Drive

On 13th November we held a Stock Drive,
collecting much needed donations for the
Royal Trinity Hospice. For many years,
Parkgate House has been a proud supporter
of local charity the Royal Trinity Hospice –
the oldest hospice in the UK. It provides free
specialist palliative and end of life care to
anyone who needs it across seven London
boroughs. This year, they need to raise
£12million to deliver their outstanding care
and supplement the funds they receive
from the NHS. Over half of this income
comes from their 21 boutique shops situated
across London. Donations from Parkgate
House were collected in one of Royal Trinity
Hospice's eco-friendly, electric vehicles, and
they will be sold in Royal Trinity Hospice
shops to support their outstanding care. A
big thank you to all who donated.
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Parkgate pupils are supporting
The Rotary Shoebox Scheme -
Spreading a Little Happiness -
again this year. The gift
shoeboxes have been filled
with toys and educational
items to be given to children in
Eastern Europe who would
otherwise be without presents
at Christmas. We hope our gift
boxes bring a little Christmas
light and hope.

A big thank you to all who
took part.

The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2025
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PUPIL
NEWS

Louisa
Louisa in Prep 6 has been selected for the
Surrey County Cricket Club Under 11 Talent
Pathway Programme for 2026. This is a
fantastic achievement – congratulations,
Louisa!

Mr Alessio
Congratulations to Parkgate piano teacher
Alessio Enea, for a fantastic concert at the 1901
Arts Club on 24  November. This was a
wonderful evening of Salon Music to celebrate
the launch of Lucilla Rose Mariotti and Alessio
Enea’s debut CD ‘Lumière du Temps’. The
concert took us on a musical journey through
the Belle Époque, unfolding like a day in Paris,
from the bright morning of Elgar’s ‘Chanson
de Matin’, to the twilight reflections of Debussy
and Lili Boulanger. We are delighted that
Alessio continues to inspire his Parkgate pupils
with his warmth, energy and passion for
music.

th
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Zakariya
Many congratulations to Prep 6 Music Scholar
Zakariya, who received the Young Achiever’s
Award for Academic & Musical Excellence at
the Euroknowledge Awards held at the House
of Lords on 25  October. Zakariya also gave an
impressive bagpipe performance at the event.
Very well done, Zakariya!

th

STAFF
NEWS



A visit from Father
Christmas...

The children enjoyed a special visit from Father Christmas on the last day of term!

Pupils enjoyed a fun-filled Christmas Activity Week,
with activities including skateboarding, a silent
disco, Christmas cooking, festive arts and crafts, a
cinema trip, a swimming trip, Christmas sport and
the ever-popular ‘Parkgate’s Got Talent’!

ACTIVITY WEEK
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80 Clapham Common North Side, London SW4 9SD
www.parkgate-school.co.uk

School Office
Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2452

Admissions Office
Email: admissions@parkgate-school.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461

PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its
own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London

Rated “Outstanding” in every category by Ofsted, 2025
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