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It has been a busy and productive
start to 2025 at Parkgate, with pupils
continuing to demonstrate a love of
learning in so many areas of school
life. Prep 6 pupils have been busy with
senior school assessments and
interviews, and they have already
received excellent results and
scholarship offers. We look forward to
hearing about further offers in the
coming weeks. Our Nursery children
enjoyed a trip to the fire station, and
our Pre-Prep and Prep pupils explored
The British Museum and the Imperial
War Museum. Our Parents’ Assembly
was a real highlight of the past few
weeks, with pupils showcasing their
learning and their many talents, from

music and LAMDA to French farce! It | hope you enjoy looking back at our events
was wonderful to round off this half of and activities of the last few weeks, and | wish
the term with the Prep Swimming you all a lovely half term break.

Gala - the standard of swimming was
impressive, along with the excellent

sporting and team spirit on display. As ,
always, it was lovely to see so many
families at the event too.

Principal
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NURSERY NEWS

The Ducklings and Cygnets enjoyed
celebrating Chinese New Year. The
children enjoyed learning about the
story of The Great Race and taking on
the roles of the different animals during
a drama activity. They also enjoyed
learning about Chinese food and
culture and taking part in some dragon
dancing! Thank you to Miss Ashley for
running the workshop.
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NURSERY NEWS

The Cygnets had a wonderful experience at
Clapham Fire Station, as part of their ‘People
Who Help Us’ project. They had the opportunity
to squirt the big water hose and to explore the
fire engine, and the children watched with
amazement when the extending ladder was in
action! They also enjoyed seeing Firefighter Ollie
energetically demonstrating how to descend
the firefighter's pole!
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RECEPTION NEWS
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Reception children have been learning about ‘Animals’ this half term. They have used a
range of books to explore this topic, including: ‘Giraffes Can’'t Dance’, ‘The Queen’s
Orangutan’ and ‘The Slightly Annoying Elephant. The children have really enjoyed
researching some fascinating facts about our chosen animals and completing some
amazing fact files. Aliya said “My favourite animal to learn about was the monkey. | loved
the baboon, they spend most of their time on the ground”. Zach said "Did you know that
elephants don't know how to jump?!. Otty said “My most interesting animal fact is that
tigers’ tongues can clean cuts because they are antiseptic!”.
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RECEPTION NEWS
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Our Eco Committee was delighted to showcase our Eco Flag and certificate, to officially mark our
Eco Schools Green Flag award, received with distinction! This was a result of our Eco Committee’s
fantastic hard work and enthusiasm and all they have done to encourage the whole Parkgate
community to become increasingly sustainable - very well done to all.

Our Eco Committee was delighted to feature in a short film created for the North Atlantic Pelagic
Advocacy Group (NAPA), to raise awareness of the dangers of overfishing, and in particular the
overfishing of mackerel in the North East Atlantic Ocean.

We also launched our new Eco Trophy Competition this term - congratulations to our winner,
Georges in PP2! The trophy will be awarded each week, to Parkgate’s most eco-friendly class.
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Our Prep 6 Journalists, Olivia, Minty, Cara and Ines, write:

In Enrichment, Prep pupils have worked in their House teams
(Aztecs, Egyptians, Greeks and Romans) to study the ancient
civilisations linked to each House. In groups, we have been
creating posters, iMovies, PowerPoints and plays to share with our
House, who will then decide which group will exhibit their
presentation in our final assembly of the half term. The winning
House will win 50 House Points! At the start of the project, we
learnt about the essentials for a civilisation: natural resources,
communication and language, agriculture, transport, innovation
and engineering. We then designed our own civilisation with all
the necessities needed. Subsequently, we were split into mixed
year group teams to research our House civilisation. We chose
different focus topics based on the group's interests and decided
on the best media to showcase our topic. Pupils have
demonstrated great creativity, excellent research abilities and
impressive IT skills to present their information! It has been
enjoyable to work with pupils in different year groups this half
term whilst exploring key areas of our civilisations which we didn't
know about, such as Roman jobs, Greek philosophers, Egyptian
Gods and Aztec farming! We cannot wait to find out who wins the
amazing 50 House Points - this could change everything!
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Maths Problem Solving Workshop

On T1th February, pupils from Reception to Prep 6 had the exciting opportunity to take part in a
special Maths Problem Solving Workshop hosted by The Problem Solving Company. The workshop
was designed to challenge students and help them develop their critical thinking and problem-
solving skills in a fun and engaging way. During the sessions, pupils worked on a variety of
interesting and tricky problems, using creative strategies to find solutions. From solving puzzles to
tackling complex challenges, each year group was given problems suited to their level, encouraging
teamwork, resilience and logical thinking. The Problem Solving Company’s workshop was a great
success, and we look forward to seeing how the skills pupils developed will continue to aid and
inspire their future learning.

The Primary Maths Challenge
In November, Prep 5 and 6 took part in the Primary Maths Challenge, testing their maths skills in a
challenging series of questions. Very well done to Hugo, Zoe and Isaac who earned top scores,

making them eligible for the bonus round which took place on 4th February! Stay tuned for the
upcoming results, and let's celebrate the hard work and enthusiasm of all participants!
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World
Religion

Pupils enjoyed celebrating World Religion Day, which aims to unite people of all faiths. World
Religion Day 2025 took place on 19th January, and we celebrated the day in assembly on 17th
January. Pupils explored some of the key celebrations in Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Sikhism and Judaism. It was lovely to hear from our pupils about their religious and cultural
celebrations, and to explore the similarities between religions.

Parkgate Update | February 2025 10



ART: FROM RECEPTION
TO PREP 6

The first half of the Spring term has been a hive of activity in the Art Studio and each year group
has worked brilliantly on a variety of different projects using their initiative, creativity and
individuality. In Reception, pupils have been learning about animal prints and created some
wonderful giraffes, thinking about repeating patterns and the colours that link to different animals.
They also learnt about Matisse and his artwork ‘The Snail’. PP1 have developed their colour theory
knowledge and used watercolours to mix primary colours to make secondary colours, whilst also
thinking about the emotions that they think each colour relates to. They used the work of French
artist Camille Walala to inspire them to create some Lego tiles using repeating patterns and bright
colours. Linking to their topic of the Egyptians, PP2 worked with the 3D medium of clay to mould
their own beads to make Egyptian necklaces, and focussed on using their hands to create a range
of different shapes to make them unique but also symmetrical.

In the Prep department, Prep 3 have been linking their previous learning of extreme weather to
painting techniques. They have studied colour theory in more depth learning about ‘value’ and
mixing tones, shades and tints to show how light or dark a colour can become. Similarly, Prep 4
have been learning about shading and how to make buildings look 3D. The pupils have learned
about the artist Stephen Wiltshire who has a photographic memory and can draw whole skylines
from just a couple of hours in a helicopter! They have explored the different shades of pencils and
how to blend them using smudging tools. Prep 5 have had a fantastic term building their model
trenches to show what the conditions were like for the soldiers. They have used a variety of
materials to depict trench walls, sandbags, no-mans land and burnt out trees - they look so
realistic! Prep 6 have been learning about a range of artists such as Lubaina Himid and Henri
Rousseau, analysing their work whilst also responding with their own interpretations.
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ART

Beyond the curriculum, our Art Clubs this term have all also been extremely popular. In Reception,
the theme for this term is ‘Fairytales’ and the children have created castle shape pictures,
decorated ceramic crown boxes and decorated foil shields. In the Nursery, our theme has been
‘Under the Sea’ and children have made fish out of old CDs, a coral reef scene with a turtle and
some foam seahorses, developing their fine motor skills to stick, peel and arrange. In Pre-Prep Art
Club, using the theme of ‘Insects and Minibeasts’, the children decorated their own wooden
garden scene, they have painted ceramic ladybird plant pots thinking about patterns and
complimentary colours, and created their own insect jigsaw puzzles. In our Prep Art Club, pupils

have designed and created dragons, using a colour scheme of their choosing and moulding the
clay into a range of shapes.
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The British
Museum Trip

On 30th January, Pre-Prep 2 and Prep 3 pupils enjoyed a trip to The British
Museum. Pre-Prep 2 explored the Ancient Egyptian galleries, linked to their
Humanities topic of ‘Ancient Egypt’. They saw artefacts such as mummies,
sculptures, jewellery and pottery, learning about the rich history of Egyptian
civilisation. Pupils had the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of
key aspects such as daily life, religion and the importance of the Nile River.
Highlights included the famous Rosetta Stone, ancient tomb artefacts and
learning about the mummification process. Prep 3 enjoyed exploring the
history of the Celts and the Romans, linked to their Humanities theme of
‘Ancient Britain’. Pupils shared their favourite moments from the trip:

“l liked looking at all the artefacts, especially the bronze goose head from a
Roman ship!” - Megan

“l liked the model of Housesteads Fort, because it was so realistic” - Charlie
“l enjoyed drawing a picture of the silver Ingots” - Paloma

The trip brought classroom learning to life for both year groups, enabling
pupils to see first hand the objects they had been studying and helping
them to develop a greater appreciation for the history and culture of the
ancient Egyptians, the Celts and the Romans. It was a memorable and
enriching experience for all.
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Prep 4 and 5 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their
trip to the Imperial War Museum on 10th
February. They had a tour of the First and
Second World War exhibitions, and a workshop
looking at artefacts from World War Two. The
visit supported the Prep 4 Humanities topic
‘World War Two’, as well as their class text,
‘When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit’. The trip also
supported Prep 5's ‘World War One’ topic and
their class text, ‘War Horse'. Children were able
to discover the story of the First World War
through the eyes of the British people and the
Empire, both on the home front and the front
line. There were over 1300 fascinating objects
on display including weapons, uniforms, diaries,
films and art. Monty in Prep 4 commented: “The
replica trench was interesting because it was
cool to know exactly what it would feel and
sound like to be in a real trench”. Pupils also
explored the Second World War gallery, with a
broad range of items to bring to life a war
which affected so many people. It was an
insightful and memorable trip for all involved.
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We enjoyed a wonderful Parents’ Assembly on 3lIst January, filled with an impressive array of
performances, creativity and school achievements. The morning displayed the talents and hard work of
our pupils, reflecting both their academic learning and artistic expression. The assembly opened with a
powerful rendition of ‘Bring Him Home’ from ‘Les Misérables’, performed beautifully by the Choir. Their
moving performance set the tone for the morning. Prep 5 brought history to life with ‘The Great
Expedition’, a bespoke engaging and humorous play that took the audience on an adventurous journey
through the historical events of World War One. The children impressed with their storytelling and
dynamic staging, demonstrating not only drama techniques of using a theatre space to full effect, but a
deep understanding of their humanities studies this term. Sports Captain Minty gave a lively sports
update. It was fantastic to hear about our sports fixtures, and congratulations to Charlie, Igor and
Sebastian, who received Sports Certificates for their leadership, communication, footwork and vision in

play.

Musical performances added a beautiful touch to the assembly, with Myla captivating the audience with
her violin performance of ‘Ashokan Farewell’, and the Soprano voice of Minou who delighted everyone
with her rendition of ‘| Feel Pretty’ from ‘West Side Story’ - a performance filled with charm and
charisma. Our LAMDA students, who are steadily working towards their exams in Acting and Verse and
Prose next term, demonstrated the progress they have made in refining their pieces. Mason performed
‘Extinct’ by Monika Johnson with great energy and expression. Zac delivered ‘Opening Night' by
Catherine Petherbridge with flair and confidence, while Charlie rounded off the segment with a
humorous and heartfelt extract from ‘Space Boy by David Walliams. We are incredibly proud of their
hard work and dedication. Prep 6 amazed the audience with another original play: ‘Liberté, égalité,
fraternité’; a clever and comedic farce performed in French. As part of their Drama curriculum, the
pupils studied farce as a theatrical technique and incorporated this element into their French play. This
impressive achievement highlighted not only their dramatic talents but also their mastery of the French
language, a true testament to their hard work and dedication. Head Girl Ines delivered a recital of our
school ‘Vision and Virtues’ poem, reminding everyone of the Virtues which are central to all we do at
Parkgate. The assembly concluded with the entire school joining together to sing our school song
‘Share’, leaving everyone in high spirits and filled with pride for the children’s achievements of the first
half of the Spring Term. A huge well done to all the pupils for creating such a wonderful event. Thank
you to all parents for your continued support.
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Success

Parkgate Music Scholar Zakariya continues to enjoy being part of the Royal Opera House’s Youth
Opera Company. Having successfully auditioned for ‘Hansel and Gretel’ last term, Zakariya featured
in every performance from 22nd December to 9th January, and it was wonderful to see Zakariya
performing on the main Royal Opera House stage with such confidence. The cast was also invited to
perform live on BBC Radio 3 with Gareth Malone on 28th December, and Zakariya very much
enjoyed the experience.

Following another rigorous selection process, Zakariya has successfully auditioned for the Royal
Opera House’s production of ‘Carmen’, running from 9th April to 3rd July - congratulations! We can’t
wait to see it.

Zakariya also enjoyed performing at the Royal Opera House’s Family Sunday event on 26th January,
singing a fantastic range of pieces from Samba to ‘Hansel and Gretel’ - very well done! It was lovely
to see so many Parkgate families supporting the event too.
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Skateboarding
Club

Prep pupils are enjoying our new Skateboarding Club, run by Bobby and Chris from
Shred Education. Bobby and Chris said “It's been amazing teaching skateboarding at
Parkgate. Our fantastic group of students has engaged so well with our favourite sport in
the world! Everyone is a pleasure to teach, and we're buzzing for the rest of the term”.
Bobby and Chris have been friends since 2021 when they started teaching skateboarding
at Clapham Common Skatepark. They have run a number of local skateboarding clubs
and they are excited to introduce skateboarding at Parkgate.
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Safer

Internet

Parkgate pupils marked Safer Internet Day on 11th February with a number of activities
linked to the national theme: ‘Too good to be true? Protecting yourself and others from
scams online’. Games, stories and quizzes were used to help children to understand the
importance of online safety, and to encourage further discussion about the ways in which
pupils can keep themselves safe when accessing and enjoying the internet. We are also
running a competition - pupils have been tasked with creating a tool (such as a poster, a
video, a presentation or a game) to make everyone aware of online scams. We look forward
to receiving the entries - by 24th February!

As we are all aware, the importance of online safety is paramount and Parkgate House is
committed to ensuring all children learn how to use the internet safely and responsibly. We
address this throughout the year through events like Safer Internet Day, in lessons using our
Online Safety curriculum and in subjects such as PSHE and ICT. We also have pupil, staff and
parent Online Safety Committees who meet to discuss and share ideas and experiences.
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FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

At Parkgate House, swimming plays a key role in our Sports curriculum, with weekly
swimming lessons running from Reception through to Prep 6. Our structured
programme ensures that pupils not only develop confidence in the water, but also
refine their techniques, build stamina and understand the importance of water
safety. Swimming is a life skill that we believe every child should master, and by
integrating swimming into our curriculum, we provide consistent opportunities for
growth and development. Our swimming lessons are carefully designed to cater to
all abilities. For Reception children, our focus is on water confidence, floating and
basic stroke development, encouraging children to feel comfortable and capable in
the water. As pupils progress through the school, they work on stroke refinement,
speed and endurance, with advanced swimmers learning efficient breathing
techniques and stroke mastery. Each session builds upon the last, ensuring that our
pupils develop at their own pace whilst being challenged appropriately.

One of the highlights of our sporting calendar is our highly anticipated Prep
Swimming Gala. This year, the event took place on 12th February, and there was
excellent sporting and team spirit on display. The event provides pupils with the
opportunity to put their skills to the test in a fun yet competitive environment, and
the standard of swimming was so impressive. The gala is an excellent way for pupils
to experience competitive swimming in a supportive setting, helping to develop
resilience and enabling pupils to showcase their progress to their parents, teachers
and peers. With a variety of races, from freestyle sprints to a House relay event, there
is something for every swimmer to participate in and enjoy. Congratulations to our
joint winners - the Aztecs and the Romans!

We also provide opportunities for our Prep swimmers to represent Parkgate House in
external swimming galas. This term, our competitive swimmers are particularly
looking forward to the Willington Prep Swimming Gala. These events provide an
invaluable experience, allowing pupils to test their abilities against swimmers from
other schools, whilst fostering teamwork and a strong sense of school pride.
Competitive swimming teaches important lessons in perseverance and goal-setting,
reinforcing the Parkgate Virtues that we instil in the classroom.

As the term progresses, we look forward to seeing our pupils continuing to grow in
confidence, skill and sportsmanship.
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FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

Cross country at Parkgate House continues to grow in popularity, with an increasing
number of students embracing the sport and all the challenges it presents. Whether
pupils are seasoned runners or newcomers eager to give it a try, our Cross Country
Club offers an inclusive and supportive environment that encourages both personal
improvement and team spirit. Cross country running is about more than just physical
endurance; it teaches mental toughness, resilience and determination, and helps to
develop some of our key Parkgate Virtues. The sport requires pupils to push through
discomfort, pace themselves effectively and develop the confidence to tackle long-
distance courses. Training is structured to help runners develop stamina, improve
running form and understand the importance of pacing and race strategy. Through
interval training and endurance runs, our pupils build both fitness and self-belief,
which help to set pupils up for sporting success.

This term, our runners are particularly looking forward to the Falkner House Cross
Country Tournament and the Daneshill School Cross Country Tournament, where
they will have the opportunity to test themselves against pupils from other schools.
These events will provide valuable racing experience, encouraging our pupils to
challenge themselves in a competitive setting, whilst still enjoying the camaraderie
and support of their teammates. Cross country races can be tough, but the sense of
accomplishment at the finish line makes every stride worth it. We encourage parents
to support their children by emphasising the importance of perseverance, helping
them set achievable goals, and ensuring they stay hydrated and fuelled for training
and race days.

Beyond competition, our Cross Country Club is a fantastic way for pupils to develop
friendships, build resilience and foster a love of outdoor exercise. Running in natural
environments around Clapham Common offers a refreshing break from the
classroom and an opportunity to build both physical and mental wellbeing.

With a strong and enthusiastic team this year, we look forward to seeing our runners
take on new challenges, achieve personal bests and, most importantly, develop a
lifelong appreciation of running and the great outdoors. As we embark on another
exciting cross country season, we anticipate a term filled with impressive
performances, valuable lessons and plenty of muddy running shoes!
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Prep pupils have taken part in a number of Hockey and Rugby fixtures over the last
few weeks. They have had the opportunity to develop and practise the skills they
have been learning in their lessons, and we have been impressed with the teamwork,
resilience and sporting spirit on display - very well done to all.
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PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its

own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London

Rated “Outstanding” in every category by Ofsted, 2022

Ofeted

Outstanding
Provider

Parkgate House School

School Guide
2025

80 Clapham Common North Side, London SW4 9SD

www.parkgate-school.co.uk

School Office
Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2452

Admissions Office

Email: admissions@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461

@ @parkgateschool



