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The first few weeks of 2024 have
brought more learning and laughter
to Parkgate House, and we were even
treated to a sprinkling of snow! Prep 6
had a particularly busy start to the
year as their senior school entrance
exams and interviews continued - we
are so proud of all their fantastic
achievements and we look forward to
receiving more results in the coming
days and weeks. As always, it has been
wonderful to welcome Parkgate
families to our many events and
activities. Our Nursery children loved
showing parents and grandparents
around their classrooms during our
Stay and Play sessions, and it was
lovely to see so many Reception

families at our Open Swimming | hope you enjoy looking back at our events
Lesson. There was fantastic team spirit and activities of the last few weeks, and | wish
on display at our House Swimming you all a lovely half term break.

Gala, and the children enjoyed having

so much support from all families who
were able to join us. It was also :
wonderful to see so much talent on
display at our Parents’ Assembly, from

music and ballet to LAMDA and Principql
drama in French!
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NURSERY NEWS

Our Nursery children loved showing parents and
grandparents around their classrooms during the
Ducklings and Cygnets Stay and Play sessions.
Lots of fun was had by all! A big thank you to all
who were able to join us.
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY & RECEPTION NEWS

Children in our Nursery and Reception classes
were given an exciting opportunity to
participate in a ‘Performm Drama4ALL workshop
on Thursday 18th January. Using drama, dance
and singing, the children went on a curious and
fascinating adventure through the diverse
environment of ‘The Wonderful Wild West’ with
Sheriff Billy. They thoroughly enjoyed the
experience, and the workshop was a great way
to help develop confidence, imagination,
concentration, communication and social skills.
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RECEPTION NEWS

FEERSRISIOIROIROTS

Our Reception children always enjoy their
weekly swimming lessons, and it was wonderful
to see so many families at our Open Swimming
Lesson on 31st January.
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RECEPTION NEWS
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Children in Reception have been focusing on
Maths during their recent Outdoor Learning
lessons. They have been exploring the topic of
‘time’ in a series of 'one minute challenges'; for
example, counting the number of star jumps
and the number of relays they could do in a
minute. The children also developed their
learning about tally charts - they used twigs to
represent survey responses to questions about
their favourite colours and favourite animals.
The outdoors also provided a fun opportunity
to practise their measuring skills.

L

Parkgate Update | February 2024



L
S
(1]
Z
Z
O
-
o8
[1L]
O
(L]
x

Parkgate Update | February 2024



L4
Growmg new ideas across
art, sclertce and heallh

Al Enrichment
Trip

Our Prep 6 School Journalists, Margot, Clea and Edie, were keen to tell us all about their trip
to the Science Gallery as part of their Al Enrichment project. They write: On Thursday 11th
January, Prep pupils in Years 3-6 enjoyed a riveting trip to the Science Gallery to see the
exhibition about artificial intelligence - ‘Al: Who’s Looking After Me?. Jam-packed with useful
knowledge, fun interactive experiences and educational insights, the trip was a brilliant
learning experience for all of us. From a pen with synthetic DNA to the deeper matter of
teaching a computer what love is, this exhibition took us on an exciting as well as educational
journey, which will help us in this fast-changing technological world. One very moving
experience taught us a highly important lesson that we need to remember whilst marvelling at
the wonders of Al. We could see old, broken devices such as: Alexas, cameras, iPads, phones
and Echo Dots collecting dirt in piles of muck and grime. This represented the fact that whilst
Al and new technology are fascinating, they often get dumped in landfill when old or broken,
adding to the 2.12 billion tonnes of rubbish thrown away every year. This inspired us to be even
more eco-friendly at Parkgate, to not be wasteful and most importantly to remember that even
Al does not last forever.

Another popular part of the exhibition was the humanlike sprout, with a queue miles long, as
children were eagerly lining up for their turn to hug, dance or even spar with the sprout! It
reacted by changing colour (pink for love, blue for playfulness or white if he was growing to like
you) or bopping along with you; a fun example of what Al can do.

This was a trip that we are sure will be firmly engraved in our memories for years to come and
these new insights will be so helpful for our Enrichment project on artificial intelligence.

9 Parkgate Update | February 2024



Parkgate Update | February 2024 10



FROM THE COLOUR
MONSTER TO CLAY

Pre-Prep Art

Pre-Prep 1 pupils have enjoyed the freedom of colour
mixing and experimenting with primary colours.
Exploring ‘The Colour Monster’ inspired the children
to discuss the associations between colours and
feelings, showing the connection of art and
wellbeing. They also looked at the work of artist and
designer Camille Walala, focussing on patterns and
block colours even recreating some designs using
Lego Dots! Pre-Prep 2 have excelled in creating their
own Egyptian style necklaces, drawing inspiration
from artefacts explored during lessons. The children
experimented with clay before using it to create
their own Egyptian necklace, and painting it with
traditional Egyptian colours of red, blue, green and,

of course, gold!
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AESTHETIC DESIGN VS.
FUNCTIONAL DESIGN

Prep 4 Art

Prep pupils have taken inspiration from ——
their Humanities topics; for example,
having learnt about the history of the Taj
Mahal and its significance within Indian
culture, Prep 4 pupils explored architecture
and the role of architectural drawings,
considering the differences between
aesthetic design and functional design.
Using their knowledge of shading, texture
and value, the children began to add 3D
properties to an outline of the Taj Mahal

before further challenging themselves to

draw the building from scratch.
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Boniome
Languages
Day

On Thursday 25th January, we celebrated our annual Languages Day. During the day,
children had the opportunity to share their languages with their peers and had a taste of
Lithuanian, Dutch, Portuguese and many more.

Our Nursery and Reception pupils enjoyed a special visit from our older pupils who taught
them Dutch, Swedish, German and Punjabi. Prep 3 to 6 pupils spent time during
lunchtime learning how to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ in different languages which was
lovely to see. Specialist teachers adapted their lessons on the day to highlight other
cultures: Mr Seaman looked at Japanese theatre in Drama, Miss Finn explored Chinese
Calligraphy in Art and Mr Davies taught a song in Welsh, which many of our children
enjoyed singing well after their Music lesson had ended!

Class teachers reinforced a love of languages during form time, teaching basic greetings
such as ‘hello’ in different languages. Our talented teachers also used their own
knowledge of foreign languages to promote them in their classes and around the school.
Prep 5 enjoyed participating in a game show activity where they discovered the origin of
English words and explored proverbs. Pre-Prep 2 learnt the names of sea animals in
Spanish and Reception children enjoyed learning Spanish greetings and colours.

It was wonderful to see children and adults sharing and being proud of their languages
and cultures, as well as displaying their incredible talents. Merci! Gracias! Tak! Thank you!
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Parents'
Assembly

We enjoyed a fantastic Parents’ Assembly on Friday 2nd February. Our Choir opened the
assembly with an electrifying performance of ‘A Million Dreams’ from ‘The Greatest Showman’,
before Margot and Miss Stefania took centre stage for solo items, each capturing the audience
with charm and emotion. In a display of linguistic prowess, Prep 6 pupils enthralled us with their
rendition of a French play titled 'La Valise Magique'. With flawless execution and heartfelt
delivery, they transported us to French-speaking countries from Belgium to French Polynesia,
where they discovered Belgian and Senegalese food, Polynesian dance and Canadian forests,
showcasing their dedication and proficiency in the language. Prep 5 students then presented a
poignhant piece linked to their learning about the First World War, delving into the depths of
history with their exploration of 'The Memory of War'. Our Sports Captain, Amelia, provided a
sports update, and our Head Girl, Edie, provided a school and House Points update. Well done to
the Greeks! We were also treated to a mesmerising ballet performance by Mila, Margot, Maddie,
Luna and soloist Esme, and a captivating LAMDA performance from Hugo. Very well done to all!
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Harp
Lessons

During our Parents’ Assembly, we were treated to a performance from our harp teacher,
Miss Stefania. Stefania congratulated Prep 5 and 6 pupils Clea, Olivia and Minty, who
achieved Distinctions in their first harp exams last term - a fantastic achievement. Miss
Stefania explained that harp students work on a range of musical genres, from
traditional harp pieces to popular classical songs and film soundtracks. During harp
lessons, students also work on technique (practising scales and arpeggios) and how to
sight read music on the harp, although they are always able to begin crafting a
wonderful sound from day one! We offer harp lessons from Prep 3 to Prep 6 and Miss
Stefania would welcome new pupils this term - harp lessons can be arranged by
contacting the School Office.

|
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Safer
Internet
Day 2

Safer
Internet

Our pupils have taken part in a range of activities to mark Safer Internet Day, on
Tuesday 6th February. The aim was to encourage further discussion and
understanding amongst the children as to how they can keep themselves safe when
accessing and enjoying the internet. As we are all aware, the importance of online
safety is paramount and Parkgate House is committed to ensuring all children at the
school learn how to use the internet safely and responsibly and we address this
throughout the year through events like Safer Internet Day, in lessons using our
Online Safety curriculum and in subjects such as PSHE and ICT. We also have Pupil,
Staff and Parent Online Safety Committees who meet to discuss and share ideas and
experiences.

During the week beginning 5th February, we focused on the theme: ‘Inspiring
change? Making a difference, managing influence and navigating change online’.
Nursery children used stories such as ‘Mo and Jaz’s story’ to learn how technology
and the internet can change people’s feelings. Pre-Prep pupils explored the ways in
which technology and the internet have changed over time, and considered how
they might evolve further in the future. Prep pupils focused on Al, exploring the ways
in which they can continue to stay safe online whilst making use of Al. The children
have also had the opportunity to take part in an exciting competition, to name their
new class Online Safety Mascot and to explain the reasons behind their choice! Each
class will receive a named Online Safety Cushion and each week, children will take it
in turns to take it home for the weekend. There will be tips on the back of the
cushion to help get the conversations started!
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FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

It has been another busy few weeks in the Sports Department. With the
curriculum sports across both the Pre-Prep and Prep departments focusing
on rugby and hockey, it has been pleasing to hear about the enthusiastic
performances and impressive results during several fixtures over the past few
weeks.

Our Prep 5 and 6 hockey squad kicked off 2024 playing against Oakfield Prep,
before our Prep 3 and 4 hockey squad also travelled to Oakfield Prep the
following week. All matches were played in great spirit, and it was great to
hear about both squads growing in confidence after every match they played.

Next it was the turn of our Prep 3 and 4 rugby squad who travelled to Dulwich
to play Rosemead Prep in a round-robin tournament, with Parkgate leaving
with the silverware. Very well done to all involved!

Our House Swimming Gala was a real highlight of the half term for Prep 3-6,
and we were so impressed with the team spirit on display, as well as the
excellent standard of swimming. It was an action-packed morning with 38
races taking place across the year groups, culminating in the ever popular
House Relays. Congratulations to the Greeks, who lifted the trophy.

We were delighted to end the half term with an inspiring talk and ‘Fun Fitness
Circuit’ workshop from GB Athlete Victoria Ohuruogu - the children loved
hearing her story, and enjoyed the opportunity to ask questions too. We are
very grateful to Victoria for coming to visit Parkgate.

A huge well done to all!
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PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its

own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London

Rated “Outstanding” in every category by Ofsted, 2022
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Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider

80 Clapham Common Northside, London SW4 9SD

www.parkgate-school.co.uk

School Office
Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2452

Admissions Office

Email: admissions@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461

@ @parkgateschool



