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Principal

From
the
Study

It has been a wonderfully busy start to
2023, with the Parkgate buildings full
of the buzz and energy of school life
each and every day. 

We were delighted to re-introduce the
Prep House Swimming Gala, and it was
lovely to see so many supporters at the
event. 

We also enjoyed a wonderful Parents’
Assembly - another occasion where it
was fantastic to see the Parkgate
community coming together to
celebrate the children’s achievements. 

Our Chamber Choir enjoyed their
second professional recording session
as winners of the global ‘Jigsaw: the
Voice’ competition - we are so looking
forward to hearing the songs which will
form part of the Jigsaw PSHE
curriculum for 3.5 million pupils around
the world! 

I wish you all a lovely half term break, and I
look forward to seeing you back in school on
Monday 20th February. 
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This term the Ducklings have been learning about
healthy eating. The children designed their own
healthy eating plate and enjoyed tasting a variety
of fruits and vegetables. They used their senses to
touch, smell and taste the delicious, vibrant range
of food. The children also discussed having a
'sometimes' plate for foods that children can eat
occasionally – those that are not healthy, but
delicious!

"I like tomatoes and bananas
– they are yummy!"

- Aliya, Ducklings

NURSERY NEWS
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Our Reception children have been learning all about
animals this term. They created drawings of animals using
their ICT skills and wrote their own fact sheets about their
favourite animal. In French, the children developed their
vocabulary and learnt how to say the names of animals, as
well as learning how to count their legs. During Outdoor
Learning, Reception went to Clapham Common and played
Charades. They each had a turn guessing what animal their
friend was acting out, which was enjoyed by all!

It is always lovely to receive feedback, and we were
delighted to receive this note from one of our Reception
parents: "I wanted to express how thankful we are to
everyone at the School who has gone far above and beyond
for our son. He absolutely adores going to Parkgate and he
has come a long way in such a short time! I just wanted to
say a big thank you for believing in him, spotting his
talents as quickly as you did and to say how pleased we are
that you’re all so supportive. We understand not all schools
would be this accommodating! You’re all incredible!"

RECEPTION NEWS
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Our sustainability initiatives continue this term and
Georgie, one of our Prep 6 Journalists, has provided an
update:

At the start of term we were lucky to have an assembly
and workshop provided by the ‘Dirt is Good’ campaign.
We learnt about the 17 Sustainable Development Goals,
and learnt about the ways in which they help to reduce
climate change. We took part in workshops and
different discussions, brainstorming ideas about
making the world a better place.  In the workshops, we
were asked to make inspiration mottos to summarise
our campaigns. We discussed the small things we could
do to help make a big influence on the world.  The Eco
Committee was very inspired by this, and they have
continued to come up with ideas of how to make the
school more eco friendly. The ‘Dirt is Good’ campaign
also taught us about the importance of charity work,
and how to beat hunger and poverty. We are all very
grateful to ‘Dirt is Good’ and have learnt a lot. 

5 Parkgate Update | February 2023



Parkgate Update | February 2023 6



This year’s Creative Writing Competition was like no other! Usually, classes in the Pre-
Prep and Prep departments are given a different photograph as a stimulus. This year,
we thought we’d mix things up a little and see how a video would inspire the
children’s creative minds. As such, the short film ‘Hope,’ was chosen. This sketch has
an incredibly topical theme of ‘the environment’, most notably how human error has
caused the unwanted presence of plastic in our oceans and ultimately, its negative
impacts on sea life. The film helped to raise awareness of the issues as part of our
broader eco targets and links to the wonderful job our school Eco Committee
members are doing so far this year. 

As all children used the same stimulus, the Pre-Prep children were tasked with
watching the first quarter of the video, then using their imagination to write the
ending. The Prep department, on the other hand, watched the last three quarters
and had to write the beginning of the story. All classes spent time planning, writing
and editing their piece so that they could all create a pièce de résistance! The project
culminated in a whole-group video clip-watching triumph, with the children having
the part of the video they hadn’t seen revealed to them. It was nothing but fantastic
to hear screeches, laughter and a lot of “I thought that would happen”s coming from
the room!

What a resounding success this year’s Creative Writing Week was. Miss Heilbron
could not have been more pleased with the quality of writing and the incredible
hard work that went into it. Each individual should be so proud of themselves. 
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As always, the judges had an incredibly tricky decision to make with the standard being so high;
however, particular congratulations go to the following children, who were awarded certificates:

Pre-Prep 1
 1st Place – Inès 
 2nd Place – Theo 
 3rd Place - Reza
 Highly Commended: Samir and Sloane
Pre-Prep 2
 1st Place – Willa
 2nd Place - Elinor
 3rd Place - Lavanya
 Highly Commended: Louis and Igor
Prep 3
 1st Place – Chloe
 2nd Place - Mila
 3rd Place - Camilla
 Highly Commended: Lorenzo and Louisa
Prep 4
 1st Place – Beatrice
 2nd Place - Minty
 3rd Place - Hugo
 Highly Commended: Ines and Johnny
Prep 5
 1st Place – Margot  
 2nd Place – Mila 
 3rd Place – Luna 
 Highly Commended: Olivia and Mariella
Prep 6
 1st Place – Tommy 
 2nd Place – Charlie 
 3rd Place – Violet 
 Highly Commended: Rupert and Danae 
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

It has been an exciting term of Maths so far! Highlights include the
greatly anticipated results of the Primary Maths Challenge. Over
58,000 children took part, and we were delighted to hear that four
Parkgate children were invited through to the Bonus Round –
congratulations to Jack, Rupert, Charles and Charlie in Prep 6! We
cannot wait to hear how you get on. It is a fantastic achievement to
make it through to the Bonus Round, and only pupils scoring over
20 out of 25 were invited to join this next round. We are so proud of
your brilliant scores in the Primary Maths Challenge – very well done!

Prep 3 have been busy practising their Times Tables during the
annual Prep 3 Times Table Competition, which is completed in two
rounds. A huge well done to all for their efforts so far. 

In other Maths news, children from the Nursery to Prep 6 have been
celebrating 'Maths Through Stories' this month. 'Maths Through
Stories' aims to make Maths more enjoyable for learners everywhere
through the power of storytelling and children's imagination. This
has enabled children to enjoy the benefits of teaching and learning
mathematics through stories and creative writing. Our 'Maths
Through Stories' project was kick-started with a special maths
stories session shared in each class. Children then acted out and
performed role plays to delve deeper into their maths stories.
Children have since been busy creating their very own
mathematical story! Prep 4 to Prep 6 children will be entering their
stories into the Young Mathematical Story Author Competition
(YMSA) next month and we are excited to find out how they get on.
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Mathematics
Update



The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

It has been an exciting start to the new year in terms of online safety for our whole school
community! We have three separate online safety committees for staff, pupils and parents, and
all committees have been meeting to ensure that all aspects of online safety are considered and
addressed. Our Staff Committee has met to discuss additions to the curriculum and the exciting
opportunities for the children in lessons, such as understanding algorithms in Reception and
creating masterpieces using iMovie in Prep 6. Our Pupil Committee has been discussing current
trends and concerns amongst their peers (such as new gaming sites and video sharing forums)
and our Parent Committee has been sharing key topics and areas that they would like more
information or support with (including Roblox and Doxing).

I would like to again thank all members of the Parent Online Safety Committee who have been
providing an important channel of communication between school and parents as well as
contributing fantastic ideas to further develop the support that we offer.

I would also like to thank the Pupil Online Safety Committee reps who have been meeting
regularly to discuss the concerns and ideas brought to them by their peers. They have been
addressing these through Podcasts which have been shared with classes across the school. 
In January we held a Parents’ Seminar which focused on communication; specifically, the
importance of talking to children about online safety. This is something that we believe is
incredibly important and we very much want to support our parents in any way we can. The
information provided has been shared with our whole school community and we hope it has
helped to facilitate even more online safety discussions at home.

A highlight in our calendar every year is Safer Internet Day which definitely didn’t disappoint this
year!  The theme was one that everyone could get on board with – ‘Want to talk about it’ – and
linked perfectly with the work we have been doing with the children and their parents. 
There are so many wonderful benefits from going online and we very much want children to
enjoy those whilst staying safe and happy at the same time.  We are very excited to see how the
work of all the committees continues to develop as the year goes on!
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On Thursday 26th January, Parkgate House School celebrated its annual Languages
Day, during which the children explored a variety of languages spoken around the
world. From the Nursery to Prep 6, the children had a taste of German, Spanish, Swahili,
Italian and many more languages. 

The Early Years enjoyed a special visit from our older pupils who performed their own
version of The Three Little Pigs in Italian! Specialist teachers changed their curriculum
for the day to highlight other cultures; Miss Westley teaching a song in Swahili, Mr
Seaman looking at Japanese theatre and Miss Nicholson introducing traditional outfits
from around the world. 

Class teachers also became language teachers for the day, presenting greetings,
weather phrases or colours to their classes. The excitement on the day was also very
palpable in Prep 5 during their special Game Show activity where they discovered the
foreign origin of certain English words and explored world proverbs! 

It was wonderful to see the children embracing other cultures and displaying their
individual linguistic talents. 
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Pupils have enjoyed a range of musical activities this term

from curriculum lessons to workshops with external experts

and performances from our very own pupils and their

peripatetic teachers.

In the first week of January, all Prep pupils enjoyed taking

part in Indian Dhol Drumming workshops. Mike from

Inspireworks taught the children to play the double headed

Dhol drums using two different sticks: the ‘Tihli’ and the

‘Dagga’. Pupils learnt to play some Bhangra grooves and

learnt about the Punjab region where Dhol Drums are often

heard at big celebrations such as weddings. Overall, it was a

(very!) loud, energetic experience for everyone and a great

chance to play together on the authentic Indian instruments!

The children have continued to learn about a range of topics

in their Music lessons. Prep 5 are learning about ‘old-skool

hip-hop music’ this term, listening to some ‘old-skool’ classics

and using their findings to inspire their own hip-hop

compositions. They are using looping programmes to create

a layered hip-hop song, which will include a rap linking into

the curriculum focus this year, ‘oceans and seas’, and

promoting marine conservation. 

Following our Choir’s ‘Jigsaw: The Voice’ competition win last

term, Ryan, Jigsaw’s in-house composer, once again visited

Parkgate to finish recording the six original songs composed

for the Jigsaw PSHE curriculum. Our Chamber Choir spent a

morning taking part in the final recording session so that the

songs can be finalised – we can’t wait to hear them! Parkgate

House will be the voice of Jigsaw for years to come, with the

songs heard in schools around the world. Ryan could not be

more impressed with the children – very well done to all

involved.

M U S I C A L

H I G H L I G H T S

O F  T H E  Y E A R

S O  F A R
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“I really enjoyed the bagpipes
in assembly and it made me
want to learn the chanter!”

- Bea, Prep 4



"We are learning the ukulele in
music lessons. I have learnt to
play F,C and A minor chords

and how to play some songs."
- Amelia, Prep 6

"I found the guitar demo
amazing. I’ve been inspired to

play the guitar by my Dad too." 
- Jack, Prep 6
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We have loved hearing some amazing

performances from pupils and music staff during

the term. Mr Sutton visited several classes this

term, wowing them with his electric guitar and

rendition of rock ‘n’ roll classics. We were also

delighted when, in honour of Burns Night, Mr Cliff

joined us in one of our assemblies and played

some Scottish classics on the bagpipes – a great

wake-up call on a Friday morning! It was a treat to

hear Fergus and Zakariya performing on the

chanter too – well done!
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Pre-Prep Art

Pre-Prep children attending Art Expression Club have

had a busy and imaginative start to the Spring Term,

creating their own 3D dream houses. They thought very

carefully about their designs when considering the

wallpaper, flooring, furniture and even different floor

levels which they built upon each week. The project was

inspired by the Victoria & Albert Museum of Childhood’s

previous ‘Dolls’ Houses’ exhibition. The ‘Dream House’

installation was the finale of the exhibition, featuring a

variety of imaginative and finely crafted rooms by

artists, designers, and architects. This inspired the

children, and it has been wonderful to see how each

child responded to the brief in their own way. Each

unique room shows a diverse perspective from the

children and showcases their limitless creativity.  

ART EXPRESSION
CLUB 

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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Prep 6 Art

Using their ‘Superpower of Looking’ skills

which form a significant element of our Art

curriculum, Prep 6 children have been

analysing the painting ‘An Experiment on a

Bird in the Air Pump’ by Joseph Wright of

Derby which was one of several candlelit

scenes that Wright painted during the 1760s.

The children discussed the use of value and

how it guides the viewer to focus on certain

elements within the painting. In their next

lesson, Prep 6 arrived to find a candlelit room

and various props to draw, whilst considering

how to represent the lighting glow. 

THE SUPERPOWER OF
LOOKING

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Our first Parents’ Assembly of the term was led
by our Prep 5 and 6 classes with a focus on
Humanities and French.

Prep 6 utilised their linguistic skills in the French
play ‘Agence Starmania’. Pupils had fun acting
as different celebrities ranging from Kylian
Mbappé to Celine Dion. For keen listeners, there
was also some Spanish and German too!

Prep 5 focused on the impact animals had in
war. Pupils transformed themselves into horses,
dogs and pigeons and shared their various
responsibilities and acts of heroism with the
audience.

We also enjoyed a wonderful musical interlude
from our string duo, Violet and Esme, a brilliant
choir performance and a fantastic LAMDA
performance from Lola.

The Pre-Prep ballet showcase also wowed with
charming performances from Charles, Rafe,
Paloma, Inès, Jemima, Maddie, Sloane, Luisa,
Hollie, Emmelyn and Philine – very well done!

Parents'
Assembly
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It has been a busy start to the term on the sports field. Our Prep children have
enjoyed a number of hockey and rugby fixtures against local schools including
Rosemead Prep, White House, Garden House, Falcons Prep and Eaton House.
Our Nursery, Reception and Pre-Prep children have continued to enjoy their
regular sports lessons with our fantastic Sports Department. 

We were delighted to welcome Mr Chapman to the Sports Department at the
beginning of term. Mr Chapman, originally from Beaudesert, Australia, joins
Parkgate House from St Joseph’s Nudgee College, where he spent a year
teaching English, Humanities and Sport.  In addition to working with various A
teams at Nudgee College, Mr Chapman also spent three years coaching Easts
Rugby Union U20s in Brisbane.  Whilst still getting used to the minus
temperatures(!), Mr Chapman is already enjoying working with Parkgate staff
and pupils alike and is a welcome addition to the Parkgate community. 
 Welcome Mr Chapman!

The Spring Term also saw the return of Parkgate’s annual Swimming Gala. On
Wednesday 1st February, our Prep children travelled to the Latchmere Leisure
Centre to compete in front of parents, grandparents, and siblings for the first
time since 2019. It was wonderful to see so many supporters at the event,
creating a brilliant atmosphere. Our Prep 3 and 4 pupils competed across
three strokes: front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke.  Our Prep 5 and 6
pupils competed across four strokes: front crawl, backstroke, breaststroke and
butterfly; a new event which provided some fantastic and extremely
competitive heats.  The morning concluded with a House Relay race, which
saw our fastest front crawl competitors in Prep 3-Prep 6 going head-to-head
in their Houses - the Romans, Aztecs, Greeks and Egyptians - in a 4 x 25m
freestyle relay.  Very well done to the Romans who were crowned as this year’s
winners! A special mention must go to Louisa in Prep 3 for breaking the
standing 25m backstroke record.  Set in 2019, it was going to take an
impressive swim to beat it, and Louisa did just that.  Congratulations, Louisa,
you should be very proud of yourself! A huge well done to all for making the
event such a fantastic and memorable occasion. Roll on next year!
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80 Clapham Common Northside, London SW4 9SD
www.parkgate-school.co.uk



School Office

Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2452



Admissions Office

Email: admissions@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461




PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its
own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London



Rated “Outstanding” in every category by Ofsted, 2022

@parkgateschool


