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Principal

From
the
Study

Welcome to this festive edition of the
Parkgate Update. 

Over the last few weeks we have once
again enjoyed a plethora of events and
activities, and we have seen Parkgate
House transform into a magical winter
wonderland with a ‘Nutcracker’ theme.
The children have demonstrated their
many artistic talents and their enthusiasm
has been a delight to see. From tree
decorations to giant hand-painted
nutcrackers, the children’s decorations
have brought Christmas at Parkgate to life.
It has been wonderful to see our Parkgate
community coming together to celebrate
the children’s achievements and the
festive season, and our Nursery Christmas
Concerts and our Christmas Concert at
Holy Trinity Church are always real
highlights of the Autumn Term. The
children rose to the occasion again this
year and the standard was truly
impressive. It has been a particularly busy
and memorable time for our Chamber
Choir who also recorded and performed
Parkgate’s original single ‘Let’s Make a
Noise’, written by Acting Head of Music, Mr
Davies, to mark Anti-Bullying Week, as the
national theme this year was to ‘make a
noise’! We also enjoyed seeing the whole
school coming together (in SPOTacular
fashion!) to support Children In Need.

I hope you enjoy reading about the highlights
of the past few weeks, and I wish you all a
lovely Christmas break. I look forward to
welcoming you back to school on Thursday
4th January.
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The Ducklings and Cygnets put on a fantastic show for
their families in the Nursery Christmas Concert, where
they sang about Rudolph, Little Snowflakes and
finished with an energetic rendition of Jingle Bells! Our
Cygnets even performed a Christmas song in French
called ‘L’as Tu Vu’. The Concert also featured ballet from
‘The Nutcracker’, with the children coming to life as
soldiers and dolls! We were also delighted to welcome
our Head Girl, Edie, to read a Nutcracker-themed poem.
She performed with such confidence that the whole
room went still and watched on in awe! Our Nursery
children also embraced the nutcracker theme in their
artwork and created a magical gallery for all our nursery
families to enjoy before the concert began. The
Ducklings made mice, fairies, soldiers, drums, hats and
wreaths, and the Cygnets made mini nutracker
theatres, mice, soldiers, stockings, candy canes and
Christmas trees! We were incredibly proud of the
confidence and ability the children demonstrated on
the big day. Well done to everyone, and Merry
Christmas! 

NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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NURSERY NEWS
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Our Nursery children enjoyed a Diwali workshop
run by one of our Parkgate parents - they learnt
about the importance of light during the
celebrations and they loved all the colourful
bangles!

NURSERY NEWS
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Our Reception children have enjoyed all their
Christmas celebrations.  They wrote letters to Father
Christmas and loved their trip to the Polka Theatre
to  see 'The Night Before Christmas'. 

RECEPTION NEWS
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This term, we produced an original Parkgate single - ‘Let’s Make a Noise’ - to mark
Anti-Bullying Week. The song features the school’s Chamber Choir with solos by Stella
and Esme in Prep 6, who are both Music Scholars at Parkgate.  It was composed by
Stephen Davies, Acting Head of Music, and produced by Sam Grade.  In addition to
the Chamber Choir, every Parkgate pupil features on the track, chanting the bridge
that spells out ‘MAKE A NOISE’, which was this year's national Anti-Bullying Week
theme.

The idea for ‘Let’s Make a Noise’ came about when discussions started on what we, as
a school, should do to mark Anti-Bullying Week.  As the national theme for Anti-
Bullying Week this year was ‘Make a Noise’, Mr Davies was keen to write a song for our
school!  The aim was to use the lyrics and the production of the song to send a clear
message of hope, optimism and friendship. 

We are lucky to have a professional recording studio in the local area at the Devas
Club. Our Chamber Choir recorded the vocals at the studio, with the help of Mr Davies,
Mitchell Neumann and Anthony Larbi. We are hoping to distribute this song onto all
the major platforms in order to help spread the word, encouraging as many people as
possible to hear the important message that the children are aiming to get out there. 
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The song aims to shine a light on the challenges children face in their day-to-day lives
and discusses strategies to overcome these with messages such as ‘Please be kind’ and
‘You need to know how to speak your mind and see you’re not alone’.  These phrases
have resonated with the children at Parkgate and we hope to inspire children
everywhere to ‘be friends’ and to ‘stick together until the end’.
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It has been a very festive term in the Parkgate House

Music Department, full of harmony, jazz and catchy

Christmas tunes! The children have worked tirelessly

throughout the term preparing their class songs,

whilst also having a lot of fun along the way! We were

so impressed with the children’s hard work and

commitment.

During our Christmas Carol Concert at Holy Trinity

Church, Clapham, each class performed with a live

jazz band which was an incredible experience for our

young singers, and Prep 5 performed a never-before-

heard arrangement of 'In The Bleak Midwinter' on the

hand-chimes, the first performance of its nature at

Parkgate. Our various ensembles were also hard at

work, with the Chamber Choir performing a new,

swing style version of 'God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen',

and the Parkgate Choir performing a spellbinding

rendition of 'O Holy Night' alongside our wonderful

singing teacher Anna Jeffers. These performances

were topped off by the congregational carols

accompanied by the church organ, and a number of

festive readings in addition to the blessing. All the

children’s hard work and enthusiasm definitely paid

off, resulting in a very memorable Christmas Concert,

full of joy, talent and a real sense of festive

togetherness. 

Very well done to all involved.

C H R I S T M A S

C O N C E R T  A T

H O L Y  T R I N I T Y

C H U R C H
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We were delighted to receive this
comment from one of our families:
“Thank you so much for hosting another
wonderful concert this year. The
afternoon brings so much joy to the
children, and to us parents, and the
amount of work that goes into it from
every single member of staff is clear to
see and hugely appreciated. A special
thank you to the Maestro, Mr Davies.
What lucky children to have such
energy and passion. It was absolutely
brilliant.”

30th November 2023



Parkgate Update | December 2023  12



Prep 5 and 6 Choir members were given

the opportunity, once again this year, to

visit Peter Jones department store in

Sloane Square to sing carols to create a

festive atmosphere for shoppers. This was

a lovely event which provided an

opportunity for the children to take part in

a more informal performance with a great

deal of community spirit. They all had

smiles on their faces as they showcased

some familiar and some new Christmas

songs and passers by were visibly

delighted to see a very talented group of

young singers taking great pride in

entertaining members of the public on a

rainy Tuesday afternoon! Thank you to all

who were able to join us – it was fantastic

to see so many Parkgate families

supporting the event.

It has been a truly magical term at

Parkgate in terms of performances and

musical opportunities, and the children

have continued to entertain audiences

whilst clearly enjoying these experiences

and learning from them.

Very well done to all.

C A R O L  S I N G I N G

A T  P E T E R

J O N E S ,  S L O A N E

S Q U A R E
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

Prep 4 children enjoyed their trip to 'Elf The Musical' at The
Dominion Theatre. They were also treated to a backstage tour and
had the opportunity to meet the cast after the show!

Prep 4 Trip to
‘Elf The Musical’
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Art for the Festive Season

Our Nutcracker theme has brought Christmas to life at Parkgate, and our giant nutcrackers

created a sense of awe and wonder when first spotted!  It has been wonderful to see so much

of the children’s artwork displayed across the school, from intricate beaded snowflakes and

icicles to snow fairies and snow elves. Children in Reception even used their colouring skills to

turn themselves into mini nutcrackers! Children in different year groups worked together to

create a beautiful Christmas tree collage, and Prep 4 were very excited to create their own

Sugar Plum Fairies for the Land of Sweets, using pastel colours, glitter paper and pom

poms.Prep 6 had the opportunity to design their own nutcracker, and Lola and Esme’s designs

were chosen to decorate our hand made, life-size nutcrackers! All the children then helped to

paint parts of the nutcrackers and finally put them all together, adding the hair and the

finishing touches! Very well done to all, and special thanks to our Head of Art, Miss Finn.

It has also been lovely to see the House Christmas Trees adorned with colourful decorations.

Congratulations to our winners this year – the Romans!

OUR NUTCRACKER
CHRISTMAS

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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Pre-Prep 1 loved their visit to the Tower of London in October – the trip really
brought to life their Humanities topic of ‘Castles’.  When the children arrived
at the Tower, they were welcomed by a knight who immediately impressed
the children by carrying his sword and wearing chainmail – the children had
already learnt how heavy this was!  Throughout the tour, the children were
able to immerse themselves into life within a castle, understanding the living
conditions for a range of roles such as noblemen and cooks.  Whilst exploring
the castle, they used their knowledge to identify different features that they
had learnt about in lessons. After the tour, the children enjoyed meeting the
ravens and the Yeoman Warders.  They were excited to understand their role
within the castle and to hear about each of the raven's personalities!

When visiting the Crown Jewels, the children were so amazed at the quantity
of sparkling diamonds and other beautiful stones. The children were able to
look at the crowns for all the different monarchs and they enjoyed comparing
them all. They particularly liked Queen Victoria's miniature crown as they
thought it would fit on their head!
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On 3rd November, we were delighted to welcome Hy Money, the UK’s first female
sports photographer, to assembly.  Hy really inspired the children, reminding them of
the importance of resilience and following their dreams through her stories about
coming to the UK as an immigrant from India and overcoming the struggles of
gaining access to football stadiums, to more recently being invited to watch the
Lionesses as a guest of honour.  She told the children about the importance of her
own school motto – “never give in”!

Clea, one of our Prep 6 School Journalists, writes:

First Female Sports Photographer Visits Parkgate

Hy Money, the renowned first female sports photographer, visits Parkgate and jaws
drop when the children hear her amazing account.
It all started when Hy Money was 19. Her mother had sent Hy Money off to England
from their home in Bangalore, India after she had graduated from boarding school.
Hy’s mother gave her a camera as a gift, to take pictures of Buckingham Palace.
Instead of ending up at Buckingham Palace, she ended up at Crystal Palace!
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Hy had never been to a football match until her
son’s sixth birthday. She took Martin, her son, as a
birthday present to watch Crystal Palace. ‘It was so
beautiful’ Hy says. She took her camera with her
and loved the sport so much that she decided she
wanted to become a football photographer.

After lots of pestering, Hy finally managed to get a
photographer’s pass for Crystal Palace but she
soon discovered she was not welcome. However,
her resilience and determination paid off and Hy
Money became a successful and well-known
football photographer. She is particularly famous
for taking action photos of goalies reaching for the
ball, and for photos at her beloved Crystal Palace.
She has taken photos in many places, including
Wembley, and of many people, including Cristiano
Ronaldo and Elton John. 

Hy was an inspiration to everyone who saw her at
Parkgate. As she often says to young women: “If
you… want to go somewhere and do something,
do not let the fact you’re female stop you. Those
days have gone.”
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Children from the Nursery to Prep 6
participated in the Children in Need
SPOTacular and we were so impressed
with the many spotty costumes and
accessories on display! During the day,
the children participated in a range of
fun activities including Pudsey
colouring, exercising, singing and
dancing, and of course learning about
the Children in Need charity. It was a
lovely day to come together to raise
money for such a good cause, and a
big thank you to all who donated - our
fundraising total was an impressive
£1835.
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In Reception, the children marked

Remembrance Day by learning

about different medals, before

designing their own. They also

designed poppy pictures and

wrote about the importance of

poppies.  Children in Pre-Prep 1

learnt about Remembrance

Sunday and designed their own

poppies.  Children in the Nursery

created poppy hats and learnt

about the significance of

Remembrance Day.  We also

marked Remembrance Day during

assembly, when Luna, Eshaal and

Maddie performed a poem to

encourage everyone to reflect on

this important day.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
2023
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The Rotary
Christmas Shoebox
Scheme 2022

We enjoyed a fantastic Parents’
Assembly on Friday 10th November,
featuring an assortment of talent and
entertainment. Pre-Prep 2 showcased
a charming performance on Magnets
and Springs, whilst Prep 3 put
together a very official inspection
(and performance!) where they
demonstrated a firm understanding
of electrical safety! We were also
treated to an exciting karate
demonstration, a school update from
our Head Girl, Edie, and mesmerising
harp performances from Clea, Minty
and Olivia. We also enjoyed a
wonderful Chamber Choir
performance of our original Parkgate
song 'Let's Make a Noise', written to
mark Anti-Bullying Week. A poignant
moment was captured during the
Remembrance Day performance
poetry, as students Luna, Eshaal and
Maddie delivered a moving rendition
of 'Taking a Stand', honouring the
essence of remembrance and unity. 
Very well done to all involved.

 Parents'
Assembly
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PUPIL
NEWS
Amelia
Our Prep 6 Sports Captain, Amelia, recently
won gold with her gymnastics team at the
London GFA Floor and Vault Team Regional
Competition - they were the Level 4 winners of
the entire competition! 

Congratulations, Amelia!

Esme
Music Scholar and Head Chorister Esme, in
Prep 6, is performing in ‘A Christmas Carol’ at
Alexandra Palace, taking on the role of Grace
Cratchit.

Congratulations, Esme!

Luna
Luna in Prep 6 continues to excel in swimming
and she has secured a place in the Bronze
Squad at Leander Swimming Club - a fantastic
achievement! 

Congratulations, Luna!
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The pupils have continued to work hard during their sports lessons this half term,
developing their skills whilst also having a lot of fun. This term’s focus has been on
football and netball during curriculum time, and pupils from Reception-Prep 6 have
continued to enjoy their weekly specialist swimming, ballet and karate lessons with
Mr Jackson, Ms Loretta, and Mr Meli. 

Fixtures this half term have been a huge highlight, and it has been great to see pupils
growing and progressing both individually and collectively since the beginning of the
term. Prep pupils have enjoyed a variety of netball and football fixtures and
tournaments against local schools such as Eaton House, The White House Prep,
Rosemead Prep and Willington Prep. 

With Christmas fast approaching, we begin to look forward to some of next term's
upcoming events. Our annual Swimming Gala will take place on Wednesday 7th
February 2024 and it would be great to see as many of you at The Latchmere as
possible to cheer the children on. We promise that Mr Seaman's jokes will be better
than ever this year...!

We are also excited to welcome guest athletes to join us for various activities and
events in both January and February. England Red Roses Head Coach Louise
Meadows will be coming in to speak to the children, and Harlequins and GB rugby 7s
player Freya Aucken will be running a rugby coaching masterclass with the children. 

And, the fun doesn't stop there! With the Paris 2024 Olympic Games just around the
corner, we will be joined by a Paralympian athlete who will speak to the children
during an assembly, before the children get busy fundraising by taking part in a Fun
Fitness Circuit. Keep your eyes peeled for more information about these exciting
events.

A huge thank you and well done to all pupils for their hard work and excellent efforts
during sports lessons and fixtures this term – you have all been amazing.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Sports Department:

Mr Peacock, Mr Chapman, Miss Ball, and Mr Kear 
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A visit from Father
Christmas...

The children enjoyed a special visit from Father Christmas on the last day of term!

The children enjoyed a fun-filled Christmas Activity
Week, with activities including Christmas cooking, a
Panto Dance workshop, an art workshop, a cinema
trip, a swimming trip, seasonal sport, musical bingo
and the ever-popular ‘Parkgate’s Got Talent’!

ACTIVITY WEEK
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80 Clapham Common Northside, London SW4 9SD
www.parkgate-school.co.uk
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Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk
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Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461

PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its
own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London
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