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A new academic year at Parkgate brings new opportunities, and it is always fantastic to see
so many children wanting to take on positions of responsibility. It was wonderful to hear Prep
5 and 6 campaigning to take on the positions of House Captain and Vice Captain and, once
again this year, the children made it very difficult to decide on the winners!

Congratulations to all pupils with roles and responsibilities for 2023-24:

Head Girl - Edie
Sports Captain - Amelia
Head Chorister - Esme

Aztecs House Captain - Margot
Aztecs Vice Captains - Minty & Rhys

Egyptians House Captain - Fergus
Egyptians Vice Captain - Minou

Greeks House Captain - Adam
Greeks Vice Captain - Eshaal

Romans House Captain - Esme
Romans Vice Captain - Luna

Peer Mentors - Felix, Maddie, Lola, Zac, Mariella

& Kavya
Playground Monitors - Matilda & Murray

School Journalists - Margot, Clea & Edie

School Council Reps
PP2 - Theo & Sloane
P3 - Alfie & Ethan
P4 - Ben & Ziggy

P5 - Cara & Bea

P6 - Olivia & Ellis

Eco-Committee Reps

PP1 - Bodhi & Clara

PP2 - Charles & Harrison
P3 - Willa

P4 - Camilla

P5 - Olivia

P6 - Lola

Online Safety Committee Reps
P3 - Luca & Bruce

P4 - Rowan & Chloe

P5 - Ines & Hugo

P6 - Stella & Mila

Reading Council Reps
PP1 - Sam & Maya
PP2 - Jemima & Rafe
P3 - Rebecca & lestyn
P4 - Louisa

P5 - Zoe

P6 - Clea
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Welcome to this October edition of our
newsletter, the ‘Parkgate Update’, and
a very warm welcome to all new
families who have joined us this term.

We were impressed by the way in
which the children settled into their
classes in September and, as always,
they have embraced the many
opportunities on offer. We have
enjoyed a plethora of events from the
Fun Run to National Poetry Day, to
Maths Week, Open Horse Riding and e &
our Parents’ Assembly - we hope you
enjoy reading about these highlights.
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I wish you all a lovely half term break, and |
The children have enjoyed celebrating look forward to seeing you back in school on
their own achievements and also those Monday 30th October.
of others, and we have been delighted
to see them demonstrating many

Parkgate Virtues such as resilience and
friendliness. :

Principal

& -
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NURSERY & RECEPTION NEWS

B A T ST v S T L WL T T T A R L Sl
i A 25 — O TRt R i B3 :
. e i e g & ~
e | A , 4 Wik W Hhat

2 "]"'( \,\ e L i

. dn J i A

“l liked playing in the
pirate ship.”

On Wednesday 11th October, our Nursery and - Zander, Reception
Reception children went on their first school
trip of the year to Mud Club. The children were
so excited and bounded across Clapham
Common to The Spinney, where Mud Club is
located. Once there, the children dived
straight in and explored all the exciting
activities on offer. They made their teachers
mud tea, played with dinosaurs, dug big holes
in the ground, baked mud cakes, played on
the pirate ship, created music on pots and
pans, rolled coloured balls through tubes,
filled containers with water and transported
mud from one place to another. The Nursery
children learnt a lot from playing with and
observing the older Reception children. The
Reception children enjoyed being role models
and helping the Ducklings and the Cygnets. It
was a joy to see the children thriving in this
environment.

AL
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NURSERY & RECEPTION NEWS
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RECEPTION NEWS

At Parkgate House we regard the outdoors
as an important learning environment, and
our Reception and Cygnets classes enjoy
weekly Outdoor Learning Ilessons on
Clapham Common. We believe that the
outdoors is not only a space to enable
physical development, but that children will
be able to enjoy opportunities for play and
learning linked to all areas of the curriculum.
We feel that Outdoor Learning offers
children a degree of freedom, independence
and responsibility and helps children to
develop their social skills as they work on
activities together. The children have
particularly enjoyed taking on the role of
‘nature detective’ where they explored the
changes in nature and looked for signs of P4
Autumn. They were very excited to find so
many conkers!
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RECEPTION NEWS
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NATIONAL
POETRY
DAY

On Wednesday 4th October,
delighted to welcome back the children’s

we were

author and poet, Joshua Seigal, to Parkgate
House to celebrate National Poetry Day and
our Parkgate Poetry Week. During the day,
pupils from Nursery to Prep 6 took part in a
series of exciting poetry workshops with
Joshua. Nursery, Reception and Pre-Prep
enjoyed getting involved in performances of
some of Joshua’s most well-loved poems,
including ‘Johnny and the Mango’ and ‘Chat’,
whilst Prep pupils also had the opportunity
to plan and write their own poems with
Joshua’s expert guidance. Prep 3 and 4
enjoyed finding out about Joshua’s
inspiration for some of his poems before
planning their own emotion-themed poem,
whilst Prep 5 and 6 created powerful poetry
linked to colour using different poetic
devices and structure to build effect. The
newly-elected Reading Council members
were also lucky enough to take part in a
‘QEA’
lunchtime. Pupils asked a brilliant range of

special session with Joshua at

guestions to find out more about Joshua’s

career and inspiration.

Parkgate’s annual poetry competitions

involve all pupils from Pre-Prep 1 to Prep
6. Firstly, the poetry recital competition
gives children the opportunity to further
develop their speaking and listening
skills. Teachers across the school were so
impressed with the high standard of
this
recited their poem in

performances year, and class

winners then
assembly. Mr Mckinlay, Miss Shanley and
our guest judge, Mr Stuart Turner,
Deputy Head at Emanuel School, had a
tough decision to make! Many
congratulations to our Pre-Prep and

Prep winners, Arian and Beal!
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Secondly, the poetry writing competition
allows pupils to delve deeper into the
National Poetry Day theme, this year’s
being ‘Refuge’. Pupils from Pre-Prep 1 to
Prep 6 studied a poem linked to this year's
theme before writing their own poetry. In
the Pre-Prep, pupils studied ‘Refuge’
poems which sparked conversations about
pupils’ own ‘safe places’. Prep 3 studied
nature-themed Refuge poetry, Prep 4's
poem connected the theme with
migration, and Prep 5 and 6 explored
refugee and host country perspectives.
Pupils grasped the theme whole-heartedly
and the poetry sparked many thoughtful
conversations across the school. Many
congratulations to our poetry writing
winners: Kameron, Gigi, Harrison, Penelope,
Lorenzo, Hugo and Margot!

All children should be incredibly proud of
themselves for their hard work during
Poetry Week. Their enthusiasm to perform,
create and write continues to inspire their
peers and teachers alike! Please look out for
this year's Parkgate Poetry Booklet, where
you will find all the winning poems from
the poetry writing competition.
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Between Monday 9th and Friday 13th October,
we celebrated Maths Week! This year, the
week had a particular focus on ‘maths in real
life’. It was amazing for the children to have
the week introduced by one of our very own
Parkgate parents to help build the excitement
and anticipation of the week ahead. This also
helped the children to make connections
between their maths learning at school and
its purpose in the wider world, from
supermarket shopping to buying ice cream
on holiday to a career in finance!

During Maths Week, the children made a big
effort to note all the ways that we use maths
in our everyday lives and recorded their ideas
in their log books for a House competition!
They also had lessons with a focus on money
to consider one of the ways in which we use
maths in our everyday lives.

A highlight of the week was enjoying some
maths jokes and holding our own Maths Joke
Competition to demonstrate maths
knowledge in a more unusual and humorous
way.
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On Thursday 12th October, we
held our ‘Dress as a
Mathematician’ day and House
Quiz. The children chose a job
that utilises maths as the theme
for their costume, and gained
extra credit for explaining the
reasons behind their choices.
We were so impressed with the
creative costumes covering a
broad range of jobs, from an
architect to a chef, and from a
barrister to a barista! Very well
done to all, and particular
congratulations to our Dress Up
Competition winners - Georgio,
Charles, Olivia and Mairriella.

Maths Week helped to remind
us all that maths is not only
essential to function in the
world we live in, but is also fun
and something that we can all
do!
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FUN RUN

2023

On Monday 25th September, our Pre-Prep and Prep pupils took part in our annual Fun
Run on Clapham Common, in aid of the Royal Trinity Hospice. The day started with
pupils arriving at school in House-themed fancy dress. With this year's standard even
higher than ever, it made it difficult for Mr McKinlay and Mr Peacock to choose just one
winner from each house! However, after much deliberation, the winners were decided -
a big well done to Edie, Bea, Paloma and Fergus!

In the afternoon, the children walked over to the Commmon for the main event. After a
quick warm up, there was just enough time for Mr Peacock to remind all the children

about the exciting changes to this year's route. The changes saw our Pre-Prep children
take on 4 obstacles across a distance of 0.5km, whilst our Prep children took on a
slightly longer distance of Tkm. With anticipation building, first to line up on the start
line were our Prep 5 and 6 children, followed by Prep 3 and 4, PP2 and PPl1. The
children ran with enthusiasm and determination, cheered on by their parents - very
well done to all involved. The event was concluded with the eagerly anticipated House
Tug of War competition in the sunshine, with excellent team spirit on display!

A huge well done to all pupils for their efforts not only on the day, but also whilst
fundraising for our neighbours at the Royal Trinity Hospice - a big thank you to all who
contributed to our impressive fundraising total of £4609!
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We were delighted that Molly, Philip and Anna from the Royal Trinity Hospice were
able to join us for the Fun Run, and it was lovely to receive the following:

“Royal Trinity Hospice greatly enjoyed attending this year's Fun Run, where all of the
pupils had made a huge effort with their costumes. It's not every day there are Aztecs
and Egyptians running across Clapham Common! Seeing the fun the pupils had and
the school’'s approach to fundraising showed imagination and commitment to our
charity. On behalf of everyone at Trinity, thank you to all the staff, pupils and parents
connected to Parkgate House School for their tremendous ongoing support for our
hospice. The school’s long standing support is more vital than ever as we embark on
expanding and enhancing Trinity’s current services, helping us to realise our ambition
of delivering more care to more people in the next five years, through our Every
Person Matters campaign. To find out more about the campaign, please click here.”
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https://www.royaltrinityhospice.london/every-person-matters-campaign

Prep 3 Open_
Horse Riding

Horse riding is added to our
curriculum in the Prep
Department, and it was
lovely to see our Prep 3
children enjoying their
Open Horse Riding session
in the sunshine at Stag
Lodge! Thank you to all Prep
3 parents who joined us.
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PGL Activity Trip 2023

The residential PGL activity trip for all Prep children was once again a
real highlight of the term.

Edie, our Head Girl, writes:
Parkgate Pupils Positively Pro PGL!

There were giant swings, there were abseiling towers, there were rafts and
there were campfires. But, most importantly, there were positive vibes.
Children from Prep 3 to Prep 6 went on the adventure of a lifetime. For
some it was their first time away from home, for others it was hugely
anticipated... they were ‘old timers’. The now traditional movie ‘Hook’ kept
everyone entertained on the bus both there.. and back! With legends of
midnight feasts, superb singalongs and Mr Peacock’s crew committing
mutiny in raft-building... Expectations were high! Did it deliver? Yes it did!

Stomachs overflowed with sweets from the Tuck Shop but of course also
the very healthy 5 star PGL meal, so we were always ready to take on every
challenge they threw at us. With favourite meals of bacon, baked beans,
eggs, pasta, garlic bread and fish and chips, there was something for
everyone. We had people scaling the climbing wall like monkeys, and
showing off their enormous strength while pulling people up to experience
the best and the biggest swing of their life. There were races down the
abseiling wall, and super speedy pit stops at the bottom. With soggy
clothes and smiling faces, raft building was a wet and treacherous
journey...! Of course, the infamous ‘PGL’s Got Talent’ was enjoyed by all, and
Prep 6 had a great end to their last Parkgate PGL trip. Minou wowed the
crowd with the voice of a nightingale, in many languages, and she had the
audience going wild. There was unique, high quality entertainment all
round!

It was a wonderful trip, and here are a few comments from fellow PGL ‘old
timers’”.

Eshaal said: “It's great to conquer your fears as the first year | couldn’t even
come down the abseiling wall, but this time | raced down it”.

Clea said: “I love the giant swing - it's my favourite activity”.

And last but not least, from me, Edie: “We have such a great time at PGL -
it's one of the best times of the year. Every Parkgater loves it!”.

After tucking into marshmallows around the camp fire, and hearing stories
of sailing on pirate ships and selling rare Australian mangos, everyone was
ready, but sad, to go home. Another successful PGL!
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We enjoyed a fantastic Parents’
Assembly on Friday 13th October. We
were treated to a wonderful range of
items including a choir performance, a
ballet performance, a musical
performance from Stella, a LAMDA
performance from Willa and a fun
maths presentation from Prep 4 to
round off our Maths Week: ‘The Place
Value Pirates’. Very well done to all!

We heard a sports update from our
Sports Captain Amelia, and we were
delighted to present a cheque to Philip
Cuthell from the Royal Trinity Hospice
as a result of our Fun Run fundraising.
An impressive £4609 was raised - a big
thank you to all involved. Very well done
to Jemima who had the most sponsors
(29!) and to Steven and Samir who
raised the most. Congratulations!

We also enjoyed hearing a school and
House Points update from our Head Girl
Edie - very well done to the Romans for
winning this half term’s House Points
competition!
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Musical
Moments

The Parkgate Music Department has kicked off the new academic year with a bang! It has been
a pleasure welcoming new members to our clubs such as Choir, Djembe Drumming Club and
Ukulele Club. It has been wonderful to see the Prep 6 members supporting and guiding the
new Prep 3 members in these clubs, showing their standard of playing and level of maturity. It
has also been lovely to see former members of the Pre-Prep Choir dropping in to perform for
the current cohort. This is an inspirational experience for our new Pre-Prep Choir members, and
a valuable performance opportunity for those Prep 3 students that sing for them. The Prep Choir
worked hard to prepare their Parents’ Assembly performance and have given all new members
a warm welcome.

Children across the school have been enjoying their curriculum Music lessons too. Our Nursery
children have settled into their lessons and are enjoying exploring movement and new
instruments! In Reception, all children start to learn the violin and they are enjoying their small
group lessons. Pre-Prep have been doing a lot of singing and Prep 5 and 6 have been introduced
to the concept of improvising on various instruments, including the glockenspiel, to support
their learning of jazz music this term. The jazz theme is a key part of the Autumn Term as the
Christmas Concert edges closer, much to the excitement of the children as they learn the
Christmas songs and work on their pitch, harmony, diction and projection.

There is a lot of excitement around the Music Department this term and we can't wait to
showcase more of the amazing talent we have here at Parkgate in the coming weeks and
months, at various performances and concerts throughout the year!
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In the Art Studio, the children have worked hard on their topics for the start of the year.
Children in Reception and Pre-Prep have explored lots of artworks and techniques to

inspire their creations!

Reception learnt about the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo and were excited to
create face collages in the style of his work, using fruit as key features on the face. They
also explored printing with fruit and vegetables and used a range of materials to explore
shape and line. They enjoyed making links to the character Supertato!

Children in Pre-Prep 1 explored the topic of ‘Buildings’ and studied the works of two
artists, Bengali artist Paresh Maity and Austrian artist and architect Friedrick
Hundertwasser. Pupils focused on line, shape and texture using rubbings of surfaces to

create their own cityscapes looking at layering and placement of elements of their work.
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Pre-Prep 2's Art and Design had
a close link to their humanities
learning about maps. The
children learnt about Phyllis
Pearsal, the first cartographer to
draw a map of London, who
eventually went on to produce
the A-Z. The pupils have looked
at line very carefully and how it
can be used in different ways to
represent features of a map;
they did this by recreating areas
of a map using a viewfinder to
help them. They have also
explored digital art and used
existing maps to personalise
and develop their own. Another
lesson involved the students
learning how to draw buildings
in 3D using geometric shapes to
assist them.
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FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT

What a fantastic start to the academic year we have had on the sports field
from all of our pupils from Nursery to Prep 6!

In the Nursery and in Reception, children have started the term by exploring
'movement' by learning different ways to travel and move their body, helping
to promote a lifelong enjoyment of physical activity.

In both the Pre-Prep and Prep, children have turned their attention to our
Autumn Term curriculum sports, football and netball, and it has been great to
see the improvement made by all children during the last few weeks.

Our Prep children have enjoyed playing in a number of fixtures, with teams
from Prep 3 to Prep 6 improving week by week and recording some
impressive scorelines in their football and netball fixtures. A huge well done to
everyone who has represented the school in a fixture this half term - you have
been great!

Congratulations also to Amelia for being appointed Sports Captain for this
academic year!

A huge thank you to everyone for your efforts this half term.

Parkgate Update | October 2023




I'Alil(gnl'i HOUSE
GHRISTMAS
ACTIVITY WEEK 2023

We are looking forward to welcoming the children
back into school for more fun-filled days with a
Christmas focus. As usual we have crafts, sports, dra-
ma, art and music. We will enjoy a trip to the swim-
ming pool, welcome our cooking visitors back to
school and finish the week with a trip to Clapham Pic-
ture House. Look forward to seeing you there!

Monday 11th December to Friday 15th
December
9am-3pm
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CHRISTMAS CRAFTS

{Throughout the week for
Nursery —PS}

GINEMA TRIP

(Friday 15th December for Re-
ception—P5)

PRARKGATE'S GOT TALENT

{Throughout the week for
Nursery — P5)

SWIMMING TRIP

{Wednesday 13th December
for Reception—P5)

MUSIC?

{Throughout the week for
Nursery —P5)

SERSONAL SPORT

{Throughout the week for
Mursery —P5}

GHRISTMAS COOKING

{Tuesday 12th December for
Nursery—P5)

PANTOMIME DANGE
WORKSHOPS

{Monday 11th December for
Nursery—P5)

ART WORKSHOPS

{Throughout the week—Sock
snowmen—MNursery, Pinecone
Christmas scenes—R and PP
and Mosaic Coasters Prep)

PARKGATE
DRINKS

It was lovely to see the Parkgate
community coming together at our
Parkgate Drinks event - we were very
grateful to Darby’s for hosting. Darby’s is
owned by one of our Parkgate families -
they gave us a very warm welcome and
created a wonderful ambiance for
everyone to enjoy. Thank you to all who
were able to join us.

COMING UP..

11+ Preparation Week

We are delighted to offer Prep 6 pupils a
further opportunity to prepare for their
11+ exams at the end of the Autumn
Term. In addition to exam preparation,
the course involves mindfulness sessions
and personal development training.
Pupils are also given the opportunity to
research their senior school choices and
prepare for interviews with our
Headmaster, Mr Mckinlay, and our
Principal, Miss Shanley. This week has
proven to be popular and highly
successful in recent years, and is an
excellent addition to our highly
competitive 11+ preparation programme.

Activity Week

Our end of term Activity Week is fast
approaching! Places can be booked via
the School Office.
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A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its
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