


Head Boy - Tommy

Aztecs House Captain - Charlie
Aztecs Vice Captain - Aurelia

Egyptians House Captain - Tommy
Egyptians Vice Captain - Olivia

Greeks House Captain - Eshaal
Greeks Vice Captain - Adam

Romans House Captain - Jack
Romans Vice Captain - Edie

Sports Captain - Coco

Head Chorister - Violet

Peer Mentors - Amelia, Georgie, Danae, Rupert,
Maddie and Luna
Playground Monitors - Luisa and Alfie

School Journalists - Violet, Amelia and Georgie

School Council Reps
PP2 - Iestyn and Hollie
P3 - Camilla and Lorenzo
P4 - Cara and Bea
P5 - Olivia and Margot
P6 - Charlie and Olivia

R O L E S  A N D
R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S



2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3

A new academic year at Parkgate brings new opportunities, and it is always fantastic to see
so many children wanting to take on positions of responsibility. It was a joy to hear Prep 5
and 6 campaigning to take on the positions of House Captain and Vice Captain and, once
again this year, the children made it very difficult to decide on the winners! 

Congratulations to all pupils with roles and responsibilities for 2022-23:

Eco-Committee Reps
PP1 - Rohan and Yaman
PP2 - Max and Elinor
P3 - Mila
P4 - Minty
P5 - Edie
P6 - Rupert and Charles

Online Safety Committee Reps
PP2 - Louis and Philline
P3 - Ziggy and Ben
P4 - Max and Johnny
P5 - Luna and Eshaal
P6 - Georgie and Yessine

Reading Council Reps
PP1 - Paloma and Inès
PP2 - Bruce and Willa
P3 - Myla
P4 - Hugo
P5 - Esme
P6 - Danae
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Principal

From
the
Study

Welcome to this first Autumn edition of
the Parkgate Update, and a very warm
welcome to all new families joining us
this term. 
 
It has been a busy start to the new
school year, and it has been lovely to see
the children settling into their new
classes and embracing new challenges
with enthusiasm and energy. We have
very much enjoyed celebrating the
children’s achievements during our
weekly assemblies.

We have also enjoyed a plethora of
events from the annual Fun Run, to
National Poetry Day, to Open Horse
Riding and Maths Week! It has been
great to see our children embracing all
the opportunities on offer and taking
part in our competitions. It has also been
fantastic to see the continued strength
of the Parkgate community, which really
is key to our very special ‘Parkgate spirit’.

We hope you enjoy looking back on some of
the many highlights of the last few weeks, and
we wish you a very happy half term break.
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Catherine Shanley



"I like pumpkins, they are
my favourite colour -

orange.”
- Aliya, DucklingsThe Ducklings have enjoyed celebrating the

harvest season this term. They have
participated in lots of different activities
including painting, singing number songs and
exploring vegetables through their senses.
The children liked learning about scarecrows
and how they help the farmers to protect the
seeds from the birds. We read the book ‘The
Scarecrow Who Didn’t Scare’ and the children
created their very own scarecrow using lots of
different media – well done!

NURSERY NEWS

"I make vegetable
soup, but I don't like

cabbage!" 
- Lila, Ducklings
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NURSERY NEWS
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"I go to the pumpkin farm
with my mummy and
daddy - we got a big

pumpkin, and we had to
put my wellies on!"

- Alexander, Ducklings



"My favourite thing is
splashing in puddles."

- Zander, CygnetsOur Nursery children always enjoy going to
the Common for their Outdoor Learning
sessions. They participate in a wide variety of
interesting seasonal and themed activities
including mud meddling, potion making and
listening walks. This enables them to explore,
experiment, discover and to develop their
physical capabilities.

NURSERY NEWS

"I love running in
outdoor learning."

- Oli, Cygnets
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NURSERY NEWS
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"I like walking
along the log."

- Joshua, Cygnets

"I like picking
conkers up."

- Bea, Cygnets



All About Me!
Reception children have enjoyed
settling into their new classes and
classrooms and getting to know their
surroundings. We have been learning
about superheroes and considering
what makes us unique and special. We
enjoyed learning about our bodies and
how to keep them healthy. During
Outdoor Learning, the children
enjoyed making skeletons out of
natural materials. We have had a great
start to the new school year!

Maths
The children love exploring the maths
resources. We have been practising our
number formation and counting from
1-20. 

Phonics
We enjoy our daily ‘dough

disco’ to help us strengthen
our fine motor skills. We love
our Phonics lessons as they
help us to learn how to read

and write. 



A day in the life of...
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It has been yet another thrilling Poetry

Week at Parkgate House, with

enthusiasm, eagerness and pure passion

for poetry radiating around the school.

The annual competitions included all

children in the Pre-Prep and Prep

departments, who partook in both the

Poetry Recital and the Poetry Writing

competitions. The former offers an

excellent opportunity to develop

children’s public oration and

performance skills and, as such, for

weekend homework, our students were

tasked with learning both the words and

movements to either a poem of their

choice or one hand-picked from the

Recitation Booklet sent home. Round

one took place in class, with the winner

of each going through to round two, the

final, which took place on National

Poetry Day itself and was judged by our

visiting author, John Dougherty. All

children performed with enthusiasm and

poise and we couldn’t be prouder of

them.

Congratulations to our Pre-Prep and Prep

winners, Rafe and Edie!

N A T I O N A L

P O E T R Y

D A Y

6th October 2022
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The Poetry Writing competition not only

built huge excitement amongst our pupils,

but this year’s theme, ‘The Environment’, was

hugely topical given the introduction of

Parkgate’s new Eco-Committee at the start

of this academic year. The Poetry Writing

competition gives students the opportunity

and confidence to explore their very own

skills as poets, where they study a given

poem and then use this as a basis to create

their very own. The innovation and originality

we saw have been a pure joy, and we are so

proud of our eco warrior students! 

Congratulations to our winners: Leo, Ethan,

Chloe, Inés, Margot and Amelia!

Look out for the winning poems, which will

be published in our Parkgate Poetry Booklet. 



Throughout the week, classes from Nursery 1 (the Ducklings) to Prep 6 focused on one
particular inventor in their Maths lessons and considered the ways in which their
invention helped to change and shape the world we know today. 

It was lovely to see our Peer Mentors
helping our Nursery and Reception
children during their Outdoor Learning
sessions. They used the iPads to study
the outdoor environment, looking at
the inventor James Clerk Maxwell and
exploring colour photography. 

PP1 and PP2 looked at the inventions
of Brunel and made links to ship
building and Maths. Prep 3 and 4
focused on the important work of Alan
Turing during World War Two and
tried their own code breaking
activities! Prep 5 and 6 considered the
work of Ada Lovelace and her
contributions to computer
programming. 

Maths Week 2022

We enjoyed a very exciting Maths Week this
year, with the theme of Maths and
Inventions. 
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Competition time!

Pupils in PP1 to Prep 6 also
took part in a special
homework competition,
designing an invention that
links to a STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
maths) subject. We enjoyed a
whole host of inventions. Well
done to all, and special
congratulations to our
winners: Sloane (PP1) and
Fergus (P5)!

Another highlight of the week
was the dress up day!
Children came to school
dressed up as an inventor and
there was a fantastic array of
inventors and some excellent
costumes! Congratulations to
our winners: Harrison (PP1)
and Mason (P3)!
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On Monday 26th September, our Pre-Prep and Prep pupils took part in our annual
Fun Run on Clapham Common, in aid of the Royal Trinity Hospice. 

The day started with pupils arriving at school in House themed fancy dress. There
were some great costumes on show – lots were bright and vibrant in colour and
there were lots of brilliantly creative efforts! 

In the afternoon, pupils headed over to Clapham Common for a quick warm up
before lining up and taking on the route which included some difficult terrain and
even a cargo net!

With the rain looming, there was just enough time to finish the day with a House
Tug of War Competition in both the Pre-Prep and Prep school. Excellent team spirit
and House spirit was shown. Mila in Prep 3 said: "I loved the tug of war, and we
pushed through in the rain!".

A huge well done to all pupils for their efforts not only on the day, but also whilst
fundraising for our neighbours at the Royal Trinity Hospice – an impressive £3,389
was raised, and we were delighted to hand a large cheque to Chief Executive Emily
Carter during assembly! We very much look forward to continuing our partnership
in years to come.
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On Tuesday 13th September we enjoyed
celebrating Roald Dahl Day! With 18
children’s novels and 3 children’s poetry
books, Roald Dahl has sold more than
250 million copies worldwide – a
testament to his popularity. 

The Day was introduced to the children
by special guest appearances from
‘Aunt Spiker’ and ‘Aunt Sponge’ in our
school assembly. 

Children were then encouraged to bring
in their most beloved Roald Dahl books
from home to be used as points of
discussion in Form Times and shared
with other classes during Reading
Safaris. Ellis in Prep 5 said: "I enjoyed
reading all of Roald Dahl's books and
discussing them with my friends".

English and Drama lessons were also
transformed into specialised Roald Dahl
workshops, where Mr Seaman
facilitated Roald Dahl inspired drama
games, script writing sessions and
performances to commemorate this
wonderful British author! 
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Prep 3 Open
Horse Riding

Horse riding is added to our
curriculum in the Prep
Department,  and it  was
lovely to see our Prep 3
children enjoying their
Open Horse Riding session
in the sunshine at Stag
Lodge! Thank you to all  Prep
3 parents who joined us.
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Parkgate pupils continue to thrive
in their Ballet lessons, learning the
new syllabus and developing their
creative ideas by using their own
choreography. Tommy and Esme
have both commenced their
professional training at Royal
Ballet School and Tommy has also
been chosen to perform in the
Royal Ballet Company’s latest
production.

What a fantastic start to the new
school year - well done to all!

Ballet Update

We are lucky to have our
Ballet lessons with Miss
Loretta. She helps us to
develop our balance and
co-ordination. We also use
our musical ears to work
out the type of movement
that should be paired with
the music. Our ballet
lessons also allow us to
develop our confidence,
creativity, and imagination.

Reception said...
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Geography through Art 

June Edition | 2023 page 17

Linking to their Geography topic of mapping skills,

PP2 have been learning about artist David Ryan

Robinson. They started the term looking at his

unique map drawing of London and the different

marks he makes in his work. They then learnt about

cross-hatching and stippling and how this creates

value. They then took part in a collaborative piece of

art called Mapping Memories! After drawing around

one student each child drew a map of their

favourite location inside the silhouette. The children

discussed their memories as they joined them using

roads, rivers and paths! They enjoyed working on the

same piece of art and found reflecting on their

favourite places lots of fun!  

MAPPING MEMORIES
PRE-PREP 2

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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Finding our Flow 

Prep 6 pupils have enjoyed learning about English painter Gillian Ayres during their Art lessons

this term. Gillian Ayres is best known for abstract painting and printmaking using vibrant colours.

Ayres wanted people to be happy when they looked at her art and the world around them. 

Pupils enjoyed discussing the context of the work and making links to their History topic of the

Second World War. In the years following the War there was hope for a better tomorrow, which

can be seen in Ayres’ artwork with its vibrant colours and playful shapes. This helped pupils to

understand that art often represents what is happening around the world at that time. Prep 6

discussed what they felt would be today’s key influences on art, and then created abstract

paintings of joy using acrylic paint. They thought carefully about the lines, shapes and symbols

they used to represent this feeling.  

Prep 6 pupils have also discussed the idea of ‘finding flow’. Flow is a state of mind in which a

person becomes fully immersed in an activity and is completely absorbed and engrossed in their

work. Prep 6 found this concept encouraging and it helped them to focus and develop their ideas.  

ART FOR JOY 
PREP 6

FROM THE ART STUDIO...
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What inspired your artwork?  
"I was inspired by my summer holidays when I was
walking along the beach as the sun was setting. The
shapes I used represented the seagulls flying over the
horizon and the outline of the hills. It made me feel
happy and grateful to spend time with my family."
  
How would you like your art to make others feel?  
"I want people to feel at peace when they look at my
art and think of a time that makes them feel happy."
  
What does it feel like when you find your flow?  
"It feels calming and fun! You feel like it’s the absolute
best thing that you could be doing with your time!" 

Artist Interview:
Aurelia, Prep 6  
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There has been a lot going on in the Music
Department already this term, with pupils
getting back into the swing of their
individual lessons quickly, and lots of
children starting a new instrument this
term, whether it be piano, guitar, singing,
violin or one of two new instruments: harp
or chanter! Our harp teacher Miss Stefania
has visited many classes and each class has
been treated to a special workshop, with
pupils having the opportunity to hear and
play a full size harp!

Musical
Moments

Our Chamber Choir has had a brilliant start
to the year, entering and winning the
'Jigsaw, The Voice, Competition' meaning
that they will be recording six songs with
composer Ryan Hanlon later on in the term.
These songs will be used by Jigsaw schools
everywhere - a great achievement for our
choir! They also performed superbly at our
recent Open Morning, performing 'Sing' by
Gary Barlow, in memory of the Queen, as
this was originally written for her Diamond
Jubilee and was reportedly one of her
favourite songs. 

Our Pre-Prep Choir is up and running, led by
our marvellous singing teacher, Miss Jeffers.
She has been so impressed with the children
as they have tackled everything from silly
warm ups, breathing exercises and songs
with key messages. We look forward to
hearing them soon!

Reception children have started learning the
violin this term and have been making
excellent progress. With Miss Chrissy's
guidance, they have learnt to hold, pluck
and set up the violin, remembering the
different strings and learning to play several
tunes along the way!
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"Samba is great – it’s very
communal and fun"

- Cara, Prep 4

Our pupils said...

"I have really enjoyed using
and exploring all the

instruments" 
- Zoe, Prep 4




"I most enjoy playing the violin
along with the songs"

- Clara, Reception
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“I really liked the PGL
trip because I could

make friends in
different year

groups" 
– Bea, Prep 4






“The teachers were
great, and they were
also very comforting

when it came to
particularly
challenging
activities!” 

– Charlie, Prep 6

The residential PGL activity trip
was once again a real highlight of
the term for our Prep pupils.

A big thank you to our Prep 6
journalists – Violet, Amelia and
Georgie – for writing about their
experiences and interviewing
fellow pupils about the trip:

The PGL trip is an incredible
opportunity at Parkgate to take a
break from schoolwork and try new
activities. The trip involves fun and
challenging activities for all children
to enjoy, such as raft building, fencing
and climbing. Coco in Prep 6 said: "My
favourite activity was the giant swing
because it was a thrilling experience,
and it built my confidence a lot.” 

PGL enables children to make many
new friends and builds confidence
and teamwork as we work together to
face and overcome new challenges! 

All of the pupils had so much fun and
we are very grateful for this
opportunity.

PGL Activity Trip 2022
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We would like to say a special
thank you to all of the staff that
accompanied us, and thank you for
all the encouragement you gave us
when facing our fears!

We have all made so many
fantastic memories.
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SPORTS FIXTURES
Pupils in Prep 3 and 4 enjoyed their first football
fixture of the season against Eaton House. Whilst
the score line didn't go our way this time, it was
pleasing to see all three Parkgate teams growing
into the game and playing such positive football. 
A huge well done to everyone involved!

COMING UP...
11+ Preparation Week
We are delighted to offer Prep 6 pupils a further
opportunity to prepare for their 11+ exams at the
end of the Autumn Term. In addition to exam
preparation, the course involves mindfulness
sessions and personal development training. Pupils
are also given the opportunity to research their
senior school choices and prepare for interviews
with our Headmaster and Principal, Mr Mckinlay
and Miss Shanley. This week has proven to be
popular and highly successful in recent years, and is
an excellent addition to our highly competitive 11+
preparation programme.

Activity Week
Our end of term Activity Week is fast approaching!
Places can be booked via the School Office.
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We were delighted to see former
Parkgate pupil, Liza, being
awarded her Alleyn’s Saddlers’
Scholarship at the matriculation
ceremony in September.

Alleyn’s School stated:
“following exceptional
performance in our admissions
process, we were delighted to
award Liza one of this year’s six
Saddlers’ Scholarships, our most
prestigious academic award.
Their achievement is a credit to
you and your staff.”

Very well done, Liza – and keep in
touch!

A L U M N I  N E W S

Parkgate Update | October 2022 26



80 Clapham Common Northside, London SW4 9SD
www.parkgate-school.co.uk



School Office

Email: office@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2452



Admissions Office

Email: admissions@parkgate-school.co.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7350 2461




PARKGATE HOUSE SCHOOL

A leading independent co-educational preparatory school with its
own nursery, for children aged 2 1/2 - 11 in Clapham, London



Rated “Outstanding” in every category by Ofsted, 2022


